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INTRODUCTION. 



I^His world, even at the best, iiiay well bd 
styled a "Baca," or a " Boehim j" a valley of tears, 
or a place of weeping* So it was not originally^ 
but so it has become thf ough sin ; so it has been 
in all ages in the experience of the people of 
God, as well as of the men of the world, and 
so it will continue till the consummation of all 
things. Even now, indeed, God, in the exercise 
of his almighty power, could easily so arrange 
everything connected with his people as com- 
pletely to dry up their tears, oi* to exempt them 
from every occasion of weeping. But for the 
best of reasons he is pleased, in his sovereignty, 
often to order it altogether otherwise. For it 
frequently happens, in his all-wise providence, 
that their troubles are not less, but more nume- 
rous than those of others; and that their t<^'«x^ 
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are not fewer, but more abundant. However, 
while all true believers view their troubles in 
the light of Scripture, and trace them to sin as 
their source ; while they also " call upon God in 
the day of trouble," in the confidence that " he 
will answer them" in his own time and way, and 
" make all things work together for their good," 
with unbelievers it is, in each of these respects, en- 
tirely different. Between the tears of believers 
and unbelievers, there may likewise be said to 
exist the greatest difference. For while the tears 
of beUevers spring from a sight and sense of sin 
as their cause, the tears of unbelievers flow chiefly, 
if not solely, from a view and feeling of sin in 
its consequences. While the tears^ therefore, of 
believers are in the estimation of God precious, 
the tears of unbelievers are utterly worthless ; 
while the tears, also, of believers " in bright ex- 
halement reach the skies," the tears of unbelievers 
'* fall dark to earth," or are as water spilt upon 
the ground; consequently, while the tears of 
believers may be said to be preserved by God 
as a treasure, infinitely more valuable than the 
richest wine or the purest water is regarded in 
a warm country, the tears of unbelievers are 
altogether imdeserving of preservation. Thus, 
while of bdievers it may be said that theirs is 
not "ihe tttur ibrgot «s soon as shed," of unbe- 
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Hevers it may be added, that *^ lost are the tears 
they shed." In short, while in the one case there 
may be said to be "a beauty" and " a bliss in 
tears " — a beauty in the sight of God, and a bliss 
in the experience of man — ^in the other it is, in 
each of these senses, the very reverse. In the 
spirit of these remarks, we find David, in one of 
the Psalms, not only spreading before God his 
sufferings at the hands of friends and foes, and 
also his wanderings in a literal and spiritual sense, 
but saying for such reasons, "Put thou my 
TEARS into thy botTle." (Ps. Ivi. 8.) 

These words are highly figurative, but they 
are not on that account the less forcible, Most 
probably they allude to the custom which {M'o- 
vailed among the ancients of putting into viaJs 
or vases, called lachrymatories, the tears which 
were shed by relatives and friends on any occa- 
sion of distress, or upon the occurrence of death; 
and also to the custom of preserving these tears 
as memorials of afiection and sorrow. However, 
as the tears of which the Psalmist speaks were 
shed by himself during his life, and not by others 
on his account after his death, his words afford 
no countenance to the heathenish or popish prac- 
tice of presenting tears, as an offering to God, 
on the tombs of the dead. We need scarcely, 
indeed, remark that, strictly speaking, God can- 
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not be regarded as having any kind of um or 
vessel for receiving or retaining the tears of his 
people, either for themselves or others; still, by 
the symbolical but significant language here em* 
ployed, quaint as it may at &*st sight appear, 
we are expressly taught that he clearly perceives, 
and carefully preserves every tear which they 
shed. 

Such being the spirU in which these words 
must evidently be understood, in further illus* 
tration of them we ahaU briefly consider in what 
circumstances, and as to what causes, believers 
may be said to present the Psalmist's prayer, and 
expect, on the authority of Scripture, to have 
their " tears put into God's bottle," 
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BELIEVERS' TEAB8 FOR THEIR OWN SiKS. 

*' Just such is the Christian ; — his course he begins, 
I^e the son in a mist, when he monms for his sins, 
And melts into tears ; then he breaks out and shines. 
And trayels hishearenly way." 

In the spirit of these lines, and with the above 
object in view, we would observe, that the people 
of God, as sinners, may on account of their sins, 
when they first come to Christ, say to God, 
" put thou my tears into thy bottle." However 
many tears we naturally have for other things, 
we have none naturally for sin. So it is with 
us all, not merely for a time, but so long as we 
continue in a state of nature, or in that state in 
which we are bom. And not only so, but while 
it is universally regarded as a sign of a sensitive 
<ir sympathetic heart to shed tears for otlv«t 

x2 
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things, it is invariably set down as a symptom 
of weakness, or want of manliness, to weep for 
sin of any kind, whether great or small. Hard, 
therefore, as our heart is through sin by nature, 
by practice it becomes harder ; and " the spring 
of sensibility," or " fount of feeling," instead of 
being more easily opened, becomes more securely 
sealed. What a contrast, however, takes place 
when sinners are brought out of a state of nature 
into a state of grace ! Then, instead of possess- 
ing "the hard and stony heart'* against sin, 
they have " a broken and contrite heart " im- 
planted within them ; and then, instead of making 
light of sin, or laughing at it, they lament and 
grieve over it, as being infinitely evil in itself 
as well as in its consequences; as being con- 
trary to the nature as well as to the law of God; 
as dishonouring to God as well as destructive 
to man ; and bs meriting the second as well as 
the first death-T-** the worm that cannot sleep, 
and never dies." In other words, when sinners 
obtain a true knowledge of sin, and for the first 
time "look to Christ whom they have pierced" 
with their sins, they necessarily come to "mourn, 
as one that mourneth for his only son, and to be 
in bitterness, as one that is in bitterness for his 
first-born." Thus, every one, who from being a 
prodigal becomes a true penitent, may be charac* 
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terized in the language of Scripture as " mourn- 
ing for his iniquity; " or, he may be said to have 
"tears buried in the heart, like cave-locked 
fountains sleeping," if not, " thoughts too deep 
for tears/' Thus, even when no tears are literally 
shed, feelings of godly sorrow for sin are excited, 
and a tearful state of heart is produced by the 
Holy Spirit ; and as God looks to the heart far 
more than to the face, even when it is furrowed 
with tears; as grief, also, is often greatest when 
tears are fewest ; and as " prayer is the burden 
of a sigh," as well as " the falling of a tear," at 
such a time as this, every believing and returning 
sinner may be regarded as virtually saying to 
God, " put thou my tears into thy bottle!" But 
while this is true of many, it is no less true of 
others, that along with the tearful state of heart 
produced, unfeigned tears are often in the 
greatest plenty poured forth, openly before 
their fellow-creatures, as well as secretly before 
God. So it was with Mary Magdalene, who is 
Iwiefly described in the Gospel as " a woman in 
the city, who was a sinner." For we are told 
that when she knew that Jesus sat at meat in 
the Pharisee's house, she not only "came and 
«tood at his feet behind him weeping," but that 
her weeping, ^m a sense of her sinfulness, was 
such that she " began to wash his feet with her 
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tears, and wipe them with the hairs of her head.** 
So it has also been, from time to time, not 
merely with many of the female sex, whosei' 
feelings are generally more delicate, and from 
whose eyes have gushed "many a shower of 
woman's burning tears," but also with many of 
the male sex, who were not of "the melting 
mood," but the most manly among men, and 
whose eyes were otherwise seldom bedunmed 
with tears. So much has this sometimes been 
the case, that such persons have been known 
to " weep aloud," as well as to " weep like a ' 
child." So it has been in ancient times, in 
innumerable instances, with the least as well as 
with the greatest of sinners; with those who 
had little as well as with those who had much 
forgiven them; — ^with such as Moses as wdl aa 
Manasseh; with such as Nathanael as well as 
Nicodemus ; with such as Timothy a^ well as 
Paul. So it has likewise been in modem times ; — 
with such as Melancthon, as well as Luther in 
his cell after his discovery of the Bible; with 
such as he who became " holy Mr Gifford," the 
probable prototype of Evangelist in the Pilgrim's 
Progress, as well as Bunyan himself, the author 
of that world-wide work ; and also with such as 
Owen, that mighty Master in Israel, as well as 
John Newton, who styled himself " the old 



FOR THEIR OWN SINS. 13 

African blasphemer/' In all such uistances, the 
many bitter tear-drops which have fallen may 
well be said to ^' speak more than the tongue 
can speak," and to " tell of many a pang within," 
if not " of many a foul and deadly sin." Has 
it been so with you, my dear readers, who pro- 
fess to have come to Christ ? As sinners, have 
you been brought into a tearful state of heart, 
if not to shed tears, from a piercing sense of 
sin? K not, then you cannot say to God in 
this sense, " put thou my tears into thy bottle ; " 
and if not, ought it not to be so with you as 
well as with others ? For how justly may it be 
said, " each sin demands a tear ? " — deserving as 
it does an eternity of torment. Or, if " but for 
sin Christ ne'er had wept or bled," may not sin 
well draw tears from your eyes as a sign of your 
sorrowful state of heart ? Is it not, also, infinitely 
more manly to weep for sin, than it was in 
the Macedonian Monarch to weep because he 
had no more worlds to conquer ? For if we are 
not enabled to conquer sin, must not sin neces- 
sarily conquer us? In short, in all such cases, 
is there not " a tearful sublimity, as of the sun 
setting amid rainy clouds," or shining during a 
rainbow shower f 
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II. 

BELIEVERS' TEARS FOR THEIR BACKSLIDINGS. 

** But ah ! my inmost spirit mourns, 

And well my eyes with tears may swim. 
To think of my perverse returns ; 
I've been a faithless friend to him." 

The people of God^ as backsliders, may, on 
account of their backslidings, also say to God, 
" put thou my tears into thy bottle." Sin never 
ceases to be what it is, by whomsoever it is com- 
mitted. From its nature, it is ever that " abo- 
minable thing " which all who believe in Christ 
must not only at first hate, and avoid in every 
form, but increasingly afterwards. Alas ! how- 
ever, how true is it that, instead of hating and 
avoiding it, as their interest as well as their 
duty demands, too many who name the name of 
Christ "roll it as a sweet morsel under their 
tongue," and backslide almost with a perpetual 
backsliding; and but for their formal profession, 
could not be reckoned among the number of 
Christ's followers. Instead, also, of possessing a 
single feeling of sorrow, or of dropping a single 
tear, on account of sin, frequently they so act 
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Its if they had now cast all sorrow on account of 
it to the winds, or as if it were unworthy of a 
tear. At such times, what a wide difference is 
there between their past and present state of 
understanding, heart, and conduct in regard to 
sin; and what a practical similarity is there be- 
tween them, and such as are still in a state of 
spiritual darkness, death, and depravity ? Were 
God, therefore, to deal with backsliders as they 
deserve, justly might he permit them, while in 
this world, to remain in their lapsed state, and 
at length consign them to the blackness of dark* 
ness, where there is nothing but *' weeping, and 
wailing, and gnashing of teeth." . In his grace 
and sovereignty, however, he is pleased not to 
give them over to destruction, but to have com- 
passion upon them. And what he said to back- 
sliding Israel and Judah of old, he may «till be 
regarded as saying to them — " return ye back- 
sliding children, I will heal your backslidings ; 
return unto me, and I will return unto you." 
While now, as of old, Gpd also says to such, " turn 
ye to me with weeing and with mourning," the 
language of the heart, if not of the lips, of all 
who are led savingly to r^ent of their back- 
sliding is, "behold! we come unto thee, for 
thou art the Lord our God;" and not only 
so, but " the voice of weeping,*' as well as " of 
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supplication," is iii their case likewise generally 
heard. So it was in a very striking sense with 
David when he fell — " fell foully, but not for ever '* 
—in " the matter of Uriah, the Hittite." For 
callous as his conscience was for a season through 
the sin which he committed, no sooner was he 
aroused to a sense of his fall than he not only 
" fasted, and lay all night upon the earth," but 
"wept." Again, he is represented as saying, 
under a deep sense of his sin, " I am troubled *, 
1 am bowed down greatly, and go mourning all 
the day long; I am feeble, and sore broken; I 
have roared by reason of the disquietness of my 
heart ; Lord, all my desire is before thee, and 
toy groaning is not hid from thee." Thus, " sor-^ 
row treads faithfully and fast in the track of 
sin." And as there are distinctive peculiarities 
in the tears even of believers, David's tears may 
Well be characterised as " mingled with blood." 
So it was, also, with Peter when he denied Christy 
not merely once and again, but thrice. For a 
season, he, too, was blind to a sight of his sin, 
and dead to a sense of it ; but " while he yet 
spake the third time, ai^d the cock crew;" and 
especially, when "the Lord turned and looked 
upon him," then, we are told, " he went out and 
wept bitterly." And O ! what a look of power, 
as well as of pity, was that which caused Peter 
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80 to weep! At the same time, how deep was 
his penitence, and how bitter his tears — ^those 
tears which have been well styled " his burning 
baptism ! ** So it has, likewise, evet been with 
all true believers as often as they have been 
" overtaken in a fault," but especially been guilty 
of a grievous fall; and so it is still. Besides^ 
so it has been, not only with backsliding be- 
lievei^ as individuals, but also with a backsliding 
Church as a body, in times of reviving after 
times of apostasy. Then, while God's " bowels 
have been troubled *' on their account, they, like 
Ephraun of old, have been heard " bemoaning 
themselves" on account of their backslidings ; 
then^ also, what was said of the Jews, and which 
will yet be more fully verified in their experience, 
has virtually taken place — " in those days, and at 
that time the children of Israel shall come, they 
and the children of Judah together, going and 
weeping, and they shall seek the Lord their 
God." Is it so with you, my d^ar readers, who 
as individual believers occupy a place among 
Christ's people? Although you may not have 
been chargeable with any gross transgressions 
of God's law, as your hearts, as well as your 
lives, turn aside more or less from the way of 
his commandments, like deceitful bows, have 
you been brought, on account of such backslid- 

B 
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ings, into a tearfiil state of heart, or would you 
" fjEdn like Peter weep 1" K not, then you cannot 
say to God in this sense, ** put thou my tears 
into thy bottle ; " and if not, ought you not to be 
able to say so? For, however few or small your 
deviations, or defalcations, from the way of duty 
are, may they not be said to crucify Christ afresh, 
and put him to an open shame? And now, on 
account of the profession which you make, that 
your knowledge of sin ought to be altogether 
different from what it once was, do not even 
your faults and £ulings demand not a less but a 
more copious e£^on of tears, or at least a 
deeper tearful state of heart? 
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m. 

BELIEVERS* TEARS FOR THEIR IMPERFECTIONS. 

** With flowing tears, Lord, we cotifess 
Our weakness and imperfectness ; 
O let us all more stable be, 
And form'd, by grace, complete like thee." 

But again, the people of God, as being " not 
already perfect," may, on account of their imper- 
fections, say to God, " put thou my tears into 
thy bottle/' Perfection, in every thing of a 
spiritual and moral nature, is spoken of in Scrip- 
ture with regard to believers as one of the great 
ends contemplated by Christ's death. Hence 
Paul's prayer for the Hebrews was, that "the 
God of peace might, through the blood of the 
everlasting covenant, make them perfect in every 
good work to do his will, working in them that 
which is well-pleasing in his sight, through Jesus 
Christ." Perfection is, also, one of the grand 
purposes intended by the revelation of the di- 
vine will. Hence "all Scripture" is said to be 
" given by inspiration of God, and to be profit- 
able for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 
instruction in righteousness, that the man of God. 
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may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto aU 
good works." Perfection is, likewise, one of the 
great ends designed by the institution of the 
Christian Church, and the Christian ministry. 
Hence the different offices and ordinances ap^ 
pointed by Christ in the Church, are declared to 
be "for the perfecting of the saints till we all 
come unto a perfect man, unto the measure of 
the stature of the fulness of Christ;" and his 
ministers are said to " preach Christ, the hope of 
glory, that they may present every man perfect 
in Christ Jesus." For these, among other rea^ 
sons, perfection is frequently set forth in Scrip- 
ture as that which all who are Christ's are com- 
manded to make the supreme object of their 
ambition. Hence Christ's exhortation to his 
disciples in all ages is, " be ye perfect, even as 
your Father in heaven is perfect;" and hence 
the substance of Paul's exhortation to the Corin- 
thians was, " finally, brethren, be perfect." For 
such reasons, also, perfection is that which ever 
forms the chief burden of a pastor's prayers for 
his people. Hence, when our blessed Saviour 
dwelt upon earth, in his intercessory prayer to 
the Father he said of his people, " I in them, and 
thou in me, that they may be perfect in one;" 
and now, that as the High Priest of our profes- 
sion, he has entered within the veil by his own 



FOR THEIR OWN IMPERFECTIONli. 21 

bloody this cannot fail to occupy a higher place, 
if possible, in his intercessions ; hence also Epa- 
phras' prayer for the Colossians was, that they 
might *^ stand perfect and complete in all the will 
of God." In like manner, perfection is that for 
which all true believers most earnestly pant and 
pray. Hence, in the exercise of faith, they can 
appropriate the declaration of the Psalmist, ^' the 
Lord will perfect that which concemeth me ;" and 
rest assured that in due time they will become 
** complete in Christ," or be made " perfect, and 
entire, wanting nothing." Perfection is, also, 
that for which all true Christians strive as well 
as supplicate. Hence with Paul they can say, 
** leaving the principles of the doctrine of Christ, 
let us go on unto perfection ; not as though I had 
already attained, either were already perfect ; but 
this one thing I do, forgetting those things which 
are behind, and reaching forth unto those things 
which are before, I press toward the mark for the 
prize of the high calling of Qod in Christ Jesus." 
In short, perfection is that to which all the people 
of God shall ultimately attain, when they shall 
be united to the company of ^ the spirits of just 
men made perfect." However, so long as they 
are in the body, they are in no sense perfect ; — 
perfect neither within nor without; neither in 
their hearts nor in their lives ; neither in know- 

B 2 
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ing the will of God, nor in doing his work. Of 
this no one, with the exception of Him who 
knoweth all things, is more thoroughly convinced 
than themselves, even when they are inwardly 
holiest and outwardly blameless. So far, indeed, 
are they from supposing that they are perfect, 
the more clear and comprehensive their know- 
ledge is of the will of God, the more they see 
and feel that, in their thoughts and dispositions, 
as well as in their words and works, they come 
infinitely short of what they ought to be, and of 
what they ought to do. Accordingly, when they 
think of what they are in comparison with what 
they should be, and also of what they do, in com- 
parison with what they should do, they neces- 
sarily mourn, or are melted into a tearful state of 
heart, if not into tears. So it was with Job. For 
even while he speaks of his ** prayer being pure," 
and of ^' no injustice in his hands," he confesses 
that " his leanness rising up in him beareth wit- 
ness to his face;'* and on this a<;count he adds, 
" my face is foul with weeping, and on my eyelids 
is the shadow of death." Again, from a glimpse 
of God's holiness in contrast with his own vileness, 
he ejaculates, " I have heard of thee by the hear- 
ing of the ear, but now mine eye sceth thee : 
wherefore I abhor myself, and repent in dust and 
ashes." So it was, also, with David, who, in the 
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general tone of his mind, although not in the 
whole tenor of his life, was " the man after God's 
own heart." For from nothing less than a 
heart-felt sense of his shortcomings in the way 
of omission and commission, as well as from a 
sight of the extent and spirituality of the law, 
could he exclaim, " I have seen an end of all per- 
fection" — that is, in himself — " for thy command- 
ment is exceedmg broad;" and again, ** enter 
not into judgment with thy servant, for in thy 
sight shall no man living be justified ; my spirit 
is overwhelmed within me ; my heart within me 
is desolate." So it was, likewise, with Isaiah. 
For in one place he says, "my leanness, my 
leanness, woe unto me !" and in another, from a 
transient but overpowering sight of Jehovah's 
glory, as manifested in the upper sanctuary, he 
exclaimed, " woe is me ! for I am undone, because 
I am a man of unclean lips ; for mine eyes have 
seen the King, the Lord of hosts." So it was in 
like manner with Paul, For, from a sense of 
''the flesh striving against the spirit, and the 
spirit against the flesh," or of sin residing although 
not reigning within him as formerly, he was con- 
strained to cry, " O wretched man that I am ! 
who shall delivCT me from the body of this 
death?" — ^this body of spiritual death, because 
still in a measure a body of sin. In each of 
these instances, not to refer to others, great as 
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well as godly grief was unquestionably felt on 

account of remaining corruption and prevailing 

sin ; and a tearful state of heart was assuredly 

experienced, if the tear did not actually -start 

into the eye. So, also, it has ever been, and so 

it is still, in a greater or less degree, with all true 

believers, even at the holiest. Is it so with you, 

my dear readers, who call yourselves by Christ's 

name ? On account of your imperfections, have 

you a tearful state of heart, if you do not drop 

the falling tear ? K not, then you cannot say to 

God in this sense, " put thou my tears into thy 

bottle ; " and if not, ought it not to be so ? For 

whether you search your hearts or try your ways 

by the standard of the divine law, as iniquities 

daily prevail against you, more or less, in thought 

and feeling, in conversation and conduct, how 

far are you from being faultless or free from sin ? 

Or, when Christ has come " seeking fruit," if it 

has not been strictly true of you that he has 

" found none," how often has he found not so 

much as he had a right to expect ? For such 

reasons, may you not well grieve inwardly, if you 

do not outwardly shed tears ? At the same time, 

are not all your own efforts utterly futile to make 

you what you should be ; and is it not Christ 

alone who is able to " keep you from falling, and 

to present you faultless before the presence of 

Ris glory with exceeiiiiig joy ? " 
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IV. 

BELIEVERS' TEARS FOR THE WORLD'S 
WICKEDNESS. 

** Did Christ o'er sinners weep? 
And shall our cheeks be dry ? 
Let tears o'er them of deepest grief 
Burst forth from every eye." 

The people of God, as being " not conformed 
to the world/' may, on account of the world's 
wickedness, likewise say to God, " put thou my 
tears into thy bottle." None, who have the spirit 
of Christ, are regardless of the wickedness of their 
fellow-creatures. For while they believe on the 
highest authority that "the wicked shall be turned 
uito hell," they can testify from their own expe< 
rience that " godliness is great gain" for the life 
that now is, not to speak of that which is to come ; 
and, consequently, that just in proportion as they 
diminish, even now, the amount of wickedness, so 
do they increase the amount of happiness. Ac- 
cordingly, so profitable as well as reasonable does it 
appear to them that men should turn from their evil 
ways, and so earnest and anxious are they for 
their conversion and comfort, that at first they 
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sometimes suppose that they only require to open 
their lips in order to induce them to come to 
Christ, and live a life of holiness. They soon, 
however, find, like one of the Reformers, that 
" old Adam is too strong for young Melanc- 
thon;" that even at the utmost they can do 
little conmiensiurate with the world's wants and 
their own wishes; and that after all they do, 
they must rely implicitly upon God, who alone 
can make their efforts successful. On account, 
therefore, of the perversity of men in their hearts, 
and their wickedness in their lives, they feel 
deeply grieved. Yet the grief which they feel 
is not a puling or sickening sentimentalism ; a 
mere matter of feeling, and nothing else. On 
the contrary, like all true grief of this kind, in- 
stead of leading them to relax their exertions for 
the suppression of vice, and for the promotion of 
virtue, it rather leads them, in dependence upon 
God's blessing, to redouble these exertions. Nei- 
ther is it that kind of sentimentalism which is felt 
by many in reading tales of fiction, and which 
leads them to weep over fanciful woes. So far 
from that, while it is a heart-felt grief on account 
of the sternest realities, it is shown not so much 
in the sight of men as of God ; and it.'arises not 
so much from a sense of the desert of sin, as of 
its demerit. It is often, likewise, such that it 
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not only carries along with it a tearful state of 
heart, but constrains them to shod streams of 
tears. Agreeably with this, we read of David 
not only saying, "I beheld the transgressors, 
and was grieved, because they kept not thy 
word," but also, " rivers of water run down mine 
eyes, because they keep not thy law." Strong 
as this language is, must it not be acknowledged 
that it is not more strong than just, when we 
think for a moment of what sin is, and of what 
Christ endured for us on account of it ? Hence, 
also, in one of the visions of Ezekiel — ^the most 
mystic of the prophets, and whose own tears, in 
harmony with his genius and writings, have been 
fitly characterized as " wild and terrible tears" — 
we find Jehovah himself calling to the man*who 
was clothed in fine linen, and had a writer's ink- 
horn by his side, and saying, ^' go through the 
midst of the city, through the midst of Jerusa- 
lem, and set a mark upon the foreheads of the 
men that sigh and that cry for the abominations 
that be done in the midst thereof." Especially, 
when, as the firuit of wickedness, God's judg- 
ments are sent abroad in the earth, then, in the 
language of Isaiah and Jeremiah, believers, as 
members of the Church, may well say of those 
who will neither believe nor obey the gospel of 
God, " O vine of Sibmah, I will weep for thee 
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with the weeping of Jazer; I will watef th*® 
with my tears, O Heshbon and Elealeh ; for the 
shouting of thy summer fruits, and for thy har* 
vest, is fallen/' And from the slightest survey 
of the state of the world at any time, what great 
cause have the lowest as well as the highest of 
God's people thus to weep ? — ^to weep on account 
of the world's dishonouring and denying of God J 
its rejecting of Christ and grieving of the Holy 
Spirit ; its neglect of the Book of books and con- 
tempt of the other means of grace ; its lying and 
dissimulation ; its cursing and swearing ; its false- 
ness and fraudulency; its dishonesty and in-^ 
justice; its dnmkenness and debauchery ; its sen* 
suality and impurity ; its Sabbath desecration and 
modQ delinquency of every description. For an& 
not such sins too generally prevalent, and too com- 
monly palliated as being the way of others, or the 
custom of trade ? So, then, it has been at all times, 
more or less, with all true believers in bewailing the 
world's wickedness ; and so it will ever be. And 
frequently, when the mildest as well as the strong- 
est of words have been altogether ineffectual with 
the wicked, and all other means have been despised, 
so it has happened that tears shed by a father or 
mother, a brother or sister, a relative or friend, 
and sometimes even by an acquaintance or 
stranger, have, in the sovereignty and grace of 
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Qody been savingly blessed. So it has been not 
only with "the tears of a strong man," which gene- 
rally " move more than all other human tears," 
but sometimes with the tears of the weakest, 
when seen to be sincere. As often as this is 
the case, may not such persons be said, in a sense, 
to be " converted by a tear ? " Have you, then, 
my dear readers, who profess to be of the num- 
ber of the faithful, been led to grieve bitterly, if 
not to be bathed in tears, on account of the 
world's wickedness ? If not, you cannot say to 
God in this sense, " put thou my tears into thy 
bottle;" and if not, ought you not to do so? 
For must not the existence of such wickedness 
detract from the glory of God, and from your 
own good, as well as from the good of others ; 
and not only so, but draw down, both upon them 
and you, God's holy indignation and wrath ? Or, 
if you are strangers to sorrow, or to the shedding 
of tears on this account, will you not be desti- 
tute of a very distinguishing feature in the cha- 
racter of all true Christians ; and especially, be 
altogether different from your compassionate 
Saviour ? For if he shed " tears too numerous 
to be counted" for Jerusalem sinners, may not 
you well shed tears for " the world which lieth 
in wickedness," as well as for the wicked around 
you, and for your relatives who are unconverted? 

c 
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V. 

PARENTS' TEARS FOR CHILDREN'S FOLLIES, 

** Ah ! who can tell what fearftil pangs 
Those parents* hearts are rending. 
When o*er their children's wayward paths 
Their mutual tears they're blending I " 

But further^ the people of God, as parents, 
may, on account of their children's follies, say 
to God, " put thou my tears into thy bottle/* 
According to the common proverb, " grace does 
not flow in the blood." On this accoimt, the 
children of the best of parents are naturally 
just like others. On this account, also, the 
command of God to all parents is, " train up a 
child in the way he should go, and when he is 
old he will not depart from it." Such briefly is 
the duty of parents to their children ; and such 
is their encouragement in the performance of 
this duty. Accordingly, when the precept now 
quoted is properly attended to in the use of the 
appointed means, and in dependence upon the 
divine blessing, it is not too much to assert that 
the promise attached to it has never failed to be 
fulfilled; or that when it has seemed to fail, the 
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failure has arisen not from want of faithfulness 
on the part of God, but of parents themselves 
— such as from indulgence or leniency, from 
laxity of discipline or restraint in words and 
deeds; and their children have generally become 
what are called " spoiled children/' From such 
causes, or from one thing or another of a defec- 
tive more than of an excessive kind, it fre- 
quently happens that the best of parents have 
the worst of children. Then, instead of being 
as they should be, the joy and rejoicing of their 
parents' hearts, they become, like all foolish 
children, '^ a grief to their feither, and a heavi>- 
ness to their mother." So it was with the chil- 
dren of £li. For while he himself was a good 
iuan, he was so indulgent a parent that^ although 
his sons were not only disobedient, but '' made 
themselves vile, he restrained them not.'^ Hence, 
whHe they were the cause of bringing them- 
selves to an untimely end, they were also the 
occasion of shortening the days of their aged 
parent. For we read that when he heard that 
his sons were slain, but especially that the ark 
of God, which they had carried to the battle- 
field, was taken, "he fell from his seat back- 
ward, and broke his neck, and died." At the 
same time, it must be admitted that when 
parents have discharged their duty altogether 
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difierentlT from the soft and amfbl maniier of 
Eli, and jet neither atemlj nor aeverelj — bat 
Dieek while stem* and gentle while severe — 
their children, both male and female, have often 
been to them a source of sorrow, and not of 
comfort. Mndi, also, as this has scmietimes been 
the case in their joonger years, while around 
the domestic hearth, it has often beoi greadj 
aggravated from some drcumstance connected 
with thdr leaving the parental roof^ or with 
their settlement in life. So it was with Esau, 
whose marriage with the daughters of Canaan 
was ^ a grief of mind to Isaac and Rebekah;" 
and which caused Bebekah to say to Isaac, 
"I am weary of my life, because of the 
daughters of Heth ; if Jacob take a wife of the 
daughters of Heth, such as these which are of 
the daughters of the land, what good shall my 
life do me ? " In many other matters, however, 
children of whom the highest hopes were once 
entertained, are often the means of breaking, 
instead of rejoicing, the hearts of their parents; 
of filling them with grief, instead of gladness; 
and even of causing them to feel that their death 
in infancy would have been preferable to their 
demeanour in riper years. In short, has not 
many a father as well as mother, and particu- 
larly a widowed mother, often been compelled 
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to adopt the language of God himself, *' I have 
have nourished, and brought up children, but 
they have rebelled against me;" my sons do not 
know, my dau^ters do not consider. So it was 
in a very striking sense with David in the case 
of Absalom, his rebellious son. For at that try- 
ing time-— that time of thrilling interest — ^when 
David, with all his household, was obliged, from 
a sense of safety, to leave Jerusalem as well as 
his palace, and to pass over the brook Kedron; 
and when all the people who were with him 
went with their heads covered, "weeping as 
they went," of himself, as the diief mourner 
among the sad group, is it not said that he 
*< went up by the ascent of mount Olivet, and 
wept as he went up, and had his head covered f" 
And yet, notwithstanding all that he and his 
people suffered on accoufit of Absalom's un- 
natural and ungrat^l cmfduct, how fiilly was 
the sorrowful as well as sensitive heart of the 
parent manifested in the charge which he gave 
his g^ierals, " deal gently, for my sake, with the 
young man, even with Absalom." Above all, 
when the doleful tidings of Absalom's death 
reached David, are We not told that he was not 
only " much moved^ but that he went up to the 
chamber over the gate, and wept ;" and that as he 
went, he sobbed with heart-biu*sting feelings, 
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" O my son Absalom ! my son, my son Absalom J 
would God I had died for thee, O Absalom, my 
son, my son!" Was not this " touching beyond 
the reach of tears?" But even when children 
have not been in circumstances to act as Absa- 
lom did, still, on account of their conduct in 
private, if not in public, how many a father and 
mother have, from that time to this, virtually 
taken up David's lamentation, and with eyes 
darkened and dimmed with tears, exclaimed, 
" would God I had died for thee, my son, my 
son ! ** Or, when the conduct of daughters has 
not been conducive to honour and happiness, 
and when with a sKght substitution of terms a 
father or a mother, or both, have with red and 
swollen eyes been constrained to ejaculate, 
" would God I had died for thee, my daughter, 
O my daughter! " theuy how much more poignant 
has been their grief, and how much more plenti- 
ful their tears! In these instances, how often 
has the reckless or wicked conduct of children 
been such, as to wring tears from their parents' 
eyes, as well as to cause them to wring their 
hands through grief; or such, as to make them 
shed not only tears of the greatest bitterness, 
but almost of blood; or such, as to bring down 
their grey hairs with sorrow to the grave, if 
not to render them prematurely j^rcy ? Not te 
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allude to other eases of this description iu sabred 
or secular history, such as that of the prodigal, 
which has often been literally realized, so it has 
been in innumerable instances with parents in 
reference to children, who were once the dar- 
lings of their hopes, or the idols of their hearts. 
In other words, on account of their children's 
follies, of one kind or an other, from the least 
to the greatest degree of aggravation, not only 
has a gush of tearful feelings been frequently 
felt by Christian parents in their hearts, but a 
flood of tears has burst from their eyes. If, 
then, your children, whether young or old, have 
in any sense been acting foolishly, has it been so 
with you, my dear readers, who are parents, and 
professedly God's people? If they have been 
to you a source of grief rather than joy, have 
you secretly, if not openly, mourned over them 
before Him who "scorns not tears?" Or, with 
a moistened eye, as well as a melancholy heart, 
have you poured out your plaint before him on 
their account? If not, then you cannot say to 
God in this sense, " put thou my tears into thy 
bottle;" and if not, ought you not to do so, if 
you would not be strangers to the yearnings of 
a parent's bowels towards those who are bone of 
your bones, and flesh of your flesh? Will you 
not, therefore, h^ve a tear for them in secret as 
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well as for yourselves ; a tear before God, who 
is the most compassionate of parents, as well 
as before a confident among men; and espe- 
cially, as in the covenant, well ordered in all 
things and sure, there is abundant provision for 
your children, as well as for yourselves ? 
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VI. 

PASTORS* TEARS FOR THEIR PEOPLE'S FALLS. 

** See I our great High PrieBt appears I 
Jesus weeps ; belie?e his tears ! 
Mingled with his blood, they crj — 
Sinner, turn, why will you die?* ' 

The people of God, as pastors, may likewise, 
on account of their people's falls, say to God, 
"put thou my tears into thy fcottle." When 
pastors and people are at all what they ought to 
be, the tie which connects them may be said to 
be as close and tender as that which binds 
parents and children, if not more close and more 
tender. For while the tie between parents and 
children is frequently little more than a bodily 
tie, and unattended with any true affection, the 
tie between pastors and people, when it is of the 
right kind, is a spiritual tie, and always aceom« 
panied with genuine love; while the one tie, 
also, is the tie of nature, the other is the tie of 
grace, which is superior to nature, and conse<- 
quently stronger. However this may be, as it 
is with parents and children, so it is in many 
rfspects with pastors and people, who stand t9 



88 pastors' tears 

eaoh other in the relation of spiritual fathers^ and 
spiritual children. Espedally, just as parents 
shed tears of joy when their children, according 
to the fleshy ^walk in the truth," or conduct 
th^nselves with propriety, and again shed tears 
of grief when they &11 ; so it is, in each of these 
respects, with pastors as to those who are their 
children by faith in Christ Jesus, or who are 
und» thein care by way of foster. So it was 
with ahnost all ihe prophets, and priests of the 
old economy. Hence, while we read of them re- 
joicing in times of godliness, in times of wicked- 
ness it is said of them, as *^ the ministers of the 
Lord," that they " wept between the porch and 
the altar.'' So it was with Isaiah, ^' the mighty 
orb of song," who, on account of Judah's sins, 
cried, 'in tears flery and rainbow-beaming as 
his genius,' "I will weep bitterly, labour not 
to comfort me, because of the spoiling of the 
daughter of my people." So it was, also, witib 
Jeremiah, " the sweet, sad singer of Israel," who 
no less powerfully than pathetically exclaimed—*- 
in tears warm and * copious and soft as a woman's' 
— '" Oh that my head were waters, and mine eyes 
a fountain of tears, that I might weep day and 
night for the slain of the daughter of my 
peo{de ! " And wherefore were they " sp<Mled" 
and " slain," but on account of their sins f — sins 
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of hypocrisy and deceit, treachery and sland^^ 
lying and imquity in generaL So it was, like- 
wise, with Ezra, who, although only a serihe, per^- 
formed in his generation the part of a true 
pastor to the Lord's people. For in a time of 
great nation^ degeneracy, wheia the princes and 
people act^d no better than the men of Belial, 
we read of him not only ^^ confessing and pray*^ 
ing, rending his garment and mantle,'' and ex«* 
hibiting other signs of sorrow according to the 
custom of the east, but also ''weeping, and 
casting himself down before th# house of God." 
So it was pre-eminently with Jesus Christ, the 
great Pastor of his people, as well as the Prince 
of peace. Hencey when upon one occasion, on 
accoimt of the reception of the word, he ** re- 
jmced in spirit, and said, I thank thee, O Father, 
Lord of heaven and earth, that thou hast hid 
tiiese thii^ from the wise and prudent, and 
hast revealed them unto babes;" upon another 
occasion, on account of the rejection of himself 
as well as of God's word, he dolorously ex- 
claimed, ''O Jerusalem, Jerusalem! thou that 
killest the prophets, and stonest them who are 
sent unto thee, how often would I have gathered 
thy children togeth^, even as a hen gathereth 
her chickens under her wings, and ye would 
not !" Hence also, when, for the last tkne dux- 
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ing his public ministry, he drew near to Jeru- 
salem — ^which, notwithstanding its religious pri- 
vileges and profession, might then well be styled 
"the high-viced city" — ^he "wept over it," and 
uttered the pathetic exclamation, " if thou hadst 
known, even thou, at least in this thy day, 
the things which belong to thy peace, but 'now 
they are hid from thine eyes!" So it was also 
with Paul. Hence, while in reference to the joy 
which he experienced from the spiritual condi- 
tion of the Thessalonians, he could triumphantly 
ask, "what is eur hope, or joy, or orown 
of rejoicing? are not even ye in the presence 
of our Lord Jesus Christ at his coming? 
therefore we are comforted over you in all 
our afflictions and distress^ by your faith;" in 
reference to the sorrow which he felt, aloag with 
the tears which he shed, on account of the sinful 
conduct of the Corinthians, he was compelled to 
say, " out of much affliction and anguish of heart, 
I wrote unto you with many tears ;" and yet he 
added, " not that ye should be grieved, but that 
ye might know the love which I have most 
abundantly unto you." Indeed, without being a 
feigned or ficticious weeping preacher, he seems^ 
like Christ his great Master, to have watered 
with tears, as well as prayers, the good seed of 
the word which he sowed. For in his address 
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to the elders of Ephesus, he could say, " remem 
ber that by the space of three years I ceased not 
to warn every one night and day with tears." 
Well, therefore, might they " all weep sore over 
him, and fall upon his neck, and kiss him." But 
abundant as were his tears of joy over those for 
whom he prayed that they might " stand fast in 
the Lord," and who were " his glory and joy," 
we might well suppose that his tears of grief 
would be much more abundant ovqt those who 
in words professed to be Christ's, but in works 
denied him, and by their wicked conduct caused 
the name of Christ to be blasphemed. However, 
we are nOt left to vague supposition. For, in 
addition to the case of the Corinthians already 
mentioned, in writing to the PhiHppians he said, 
" many walk of whom I have told you often, and 
now tell you even weeping, that they are the ene- 
mies of the cross of Christ ; whose end is destruc- 
tion, whose god is their belly, and whose glory is 
in their shame, who mind earthly things." What 
a heart-rending thing, then, must sin be in pro- 
fessing Christians, when Paul, who, amid all his 
toils and troubles, journeyings and fastings, 
hunger and thirst, cold and nakedness, weariness 
and watchings, stonings and stripes, shipwrecks 
and sufferings, pa*secutions and imprisonments, 
pains and perils of the most trying kind — '' perils 
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of waters, perils of robbers, perils by his own^ 
countrymen, perils by the heathen, perils in the 
city, perils in the wilderness, perils in the sea, 
and perils among false brethren"— appears never 
to have shed a single tear, was yet overcome to 
" weeping" on account of their inconsistent con- 
duct ? Thus, in addition to the sublime and sancti- 
fying, as well as sad and solemn, idea of "the Son 
of God in tears,'* in the words of another — ^whose 
genius was Uttle less than universal, and who, while 
one of the master-minds of the day, had * a tho- 
rough abhorrence of the ostentation of flaming 
orthodoxy, or talk of religious experience when 
not borne out by the life' — ^may it not well be 
said, what " a pictiu'esque" yet powerful argmnent 
is this to the fleeing from every form of evil, and 
to the following after every thing that is good, by 
all who name Christ's name — " the argument of 
Paul in tears;" — "that he who braved all the 
terrors of persecuting violence — ^that he who 
stood undismayed before kings and govOTnors,. 
and could lift his intrepid testimony in the hear-* 
ing of an enraged multitude — ^that he who, when 
botuid by a chain between two soldiers, still sus- 
tained an invincible constancy of spirit, and 
could live in fearlessness, and triumph, with the 
dark imagery of an approaching execution in his 
eye — ^that he who counted not his life dear to 
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him, and whose manly breast bore him u^ 
amidst all the threats of human tyranny, and the 
grim apparatus of martyrdom — ^that this man, so 
firm and undaunted, wept like a child when he 
heard of those disciples that turned the pardon 
of the cross into an encouragement for doing 
evil. The fiercest hostilities of the gospel's open 
enemies he could brave, but when he heard of 
the foul dishonour done to the name of his 
Master by the moral worthlessness of those who 
were the gospel's professing friends, this he could 
not bear — all that firmness, which so upheld him 
unfaltering and unappalled in the battles of the 
faith, forsook him then ; and this noblest of cham- 
pions on the field of conflict and of controversy, 
when he heard of the profligacy of his own con- 
verts, waa fairly overcome by the tidings, and 
gave way to all the softness of womanhood." 
Being, also, as his tears doubtless were, " slow, 
quiet, and large as his profound nature," well 
may it, in a sense, be said that they " effected 
what his thunders, his learning, and his logic 
could not so quickly have done." In all this, 
what a perfect pattern have we of the feelings 
whiqh a pastor should possess as to the falls of 
his people! Especially, how strongly are we re- 
minded, that while pastors may have tears of joy 
«n account of those who are walking worthy of 
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the Lord unto all well-plea^g^ they should also 
have tears of grief on account of those, who, 
while they profess to be the children of Christ, 
are living as the children of Satan. So, then, 
it has always been, more or less, with all true pas- 
tors of God's flock under Jesus Christ, "the 
chief Shepherd." Is it so with you, my dear 
readers, who are teaching, or ruling, elders in 
the Church ? Has it been so with you in pri- 
vate, " when none but God was near," if not in 
public ? Have you not only had a tearful state 
of hearty but have your eyes gushed with tears 
on account of those who have been wandering 
from the fold, and straying from the paths of 
righteousness ? K not, then you cannot say to 
God in this sense, " put thou my tears into thy 
bottle;" and if not, ought you not to do so? 
Ought not this to be true of you, not merely 
after the pattern of Paul, but particularly of 
Jesus Christ, who in the days of his flesh" not 
only had " compassion on the ignorant, and on 
them who were out of the way," but who " offered 
up prayers and supplications with strong crying 
and tears, and was heard in that he feared;" 
and of whose tears it may justly be said, that 
" the glory of his greatness, and the mildness of 
his meek humanity, must have met in every 
drop?" 



BELIEVERS* TEARS. 40 



vn. 

BELIEVERS' TEARS FOR THEIR OWN 
APFLICTIONS. 

** Afflictions may damp me, they cannot destroy ; 
One glimpse of His love turns them all into joy ; 
And the bitterest tears, if He smile but on them, 
Like dew in the sunshine, grow diamond and gem.** 

But to pass from the view of sin more strictly 
in its nature, to the consideration of some of its 
consequences in ourselves and others — ^we observe, 
that the people of God, as the children of Adam, 
may, on account of their own bodily afflictions at 
the hand of God, say to him, " put thou my tears 
into thy bottle." As the patriarch of old exclaimed, 
" affliction cometh not forth of the dust, neither 
doth trouble spring out of the ground, yet man 
is bom to trouble, as the sparks fly upwards." 
In other words — ^not to speak at present of what 
believers often suffer at the hand of man in times 
of adversity and persecution, when they " endure 
a great fight of afflictions," and are "made a 
gazing stock by afflictions" — afflictions of every 
description, more directly from the hand of God, 
even in times of prosperity and peace, are tK<ft 
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necessary fruits of sin. And no one, who knows 
any thing of God's providential dealings, requires 
to be informed that those who are in a state of 
grace are not, any more than those who are in a 
state of nature, exempted from these afflictions. 
On the contrary, the afflictions of believers, 
instead of being fewer and smaller than those of 
unbelievers, are in many cases, through life and 
at death, much more nmnerous and severe ; so 
much so, that the furnace may often be said to 
be heated not only seven times, but seventy 
times seven. Hence, while it is said in Scripture 
that " many are the afflictions of the righteous," 
of the wicked it is declared, " they are not in 
trouble as other men, neither are they plagued 
like other men; there are no bands in their 
death." So perplexing was this to Asaph of old, 
that " when he thought to know it, it was too 
painful for him ;" and so inscrutable that he did 
" not understand it, until he went into the sanc- 
tuary" to inquire of God. From every kind of 
affliction indeed, bodily and mental, internal and 
external, God could easily deliver his people, 
even in this world ; but for the wisest of pur- 
poses he is pleased so to order it, that some- 
times the very best of them can say with the 
prophet, " I am the man that hath seen affliction 
by the rod of his wrath." But even when God 
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afflicts them most heavily, it is not in anger, but 
in love ; and not for their condemnation, but for 
their salvation. For while we are assiu*ed that 
" he afflicteth not willingly, nor grieveth the chil- 
dren of men for nought," we are abo told that 
" it is not for his pleasure, but for their profit, 
that they may be made partakers of his holiness," 
or purified and perfected. Thus, although " no 
chastisement for the present seemeth to be joy- 
ous, but grievous, nevertheless afterward it yield- 
eth the peaceable fruits of righteousness unto 
them who are exercised thereby;" thus "the 
fruit of their affliction is to take away their sin;" 
and thus " out of seeming evil, God is ever edu- 
cing good" — ^good to his people, and glory to 
himself. Accordingly, whether such afflictions 
be slight or severe, brief or protracted, they are 
not only invariably the means of occasioning 
more or less sorrow, but of producing a tearftil 
state of heart, and frequently of drawing forth 
many a bitter tear. So it was in a very high 
degree with Job, who was " at once a prodigy 
of excellence, and a proverb of woe." For with 
such bodily disease was he afflicted, as to. be 
covered over with sore boils from the sole of the 
foot to the crown of his head ; and he was left, 
if not penniless, " flockless, serfless, and child- 
less." On this account, well did he exclaim, 
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" the days of affliction have taken hold upon me ; 
my bones are pierced in me in the night season ; 
and my sinews take no rest." Again he says, 
" oh ! that my grief were thoroughly weighed, 
and my calamity laid in the balances together ; 
for now it would be heavier than the sand of the 
sea." Hence, also, he is represented as not only 
"taking a potsherd, and scraping himself withal; 
as shaving his head, rending his raiment, and 
sitting among the ashes," but saying, " my roar- 
ings are poured out like waters ; mine eye pour- 
eth out tears unto God ; my face is foul with 
weeping." Again he says, " when I looked for 
good, evil came unto me; and when I waited 
for light, there came darkness ; my bowels boiled, 
and rested not ; the days of affliction prevented 
me ; I went mourning without the sun ; I stood 
up, and I cried in the congregation ; my skin 
is black upon me, and my bones are burnt with 
heat ; and my harp is turned to mourning, and 
my organ into the voice of them that weep." 
In like manner, while Asaph speaks of being at 
times " plagued all the day long, and chastened 
every morning," we find David not only saying, 
"mine eye mourneth by reason of affliction,** 
but also exclaiming on account of his personal, 
if not solely his bodily, afflictions, " all the night 
make I my bed to swim ; I water my couch with 
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my tears." Pleading, too, on the ground of his 
tears — as a tear is often the swiftest of tele- 
graphs, as well as " the most powerful of tele- 
scopes" — and also praying in words, he says, "hear 
my prayer, O Lord; hold not thy peace at my 
tears." Of Hezekiah, likewise, when he was sick 
unto death, we read that he not only " prayed 
to the Lord," but "wept sore;" and that God 
said to him by Isaiah, "I have heard thy prayer ; 
I have seen thy tears;" — the tears which he shed 
not from fear of death, but from feelings of the 
deepest penitence. Li short, "the prophets who 
have spoken in the name of the Lord," equally 
with patriarchs and righteous men of old, 
are set before us in Scriptiu'e " for an example 
of suffering affliction" at the hand of God, as 
well as man. Not to allude, therefore, to other 
instances in the ancient or modem history of the 
Church, so it has been with believers at all times, 
in a greater or less de^ee. While they have 
more or less patiently submitted to the afflictions 
with which they have been visited, and narrowly 
scanned them in the light of Scriptiu'e, they have 
not only prayed to God on account of them, and 
been grieved in their hearts, but often forced to 
shed tears. Has it been so with you, my dear 
readers, who profess to be the brethren of Him 
who was "a man of sorrows, and acquainted with 
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grief?" As often as God has been pleased to 
lay his afflicting hand heavily upon you, on ac- 
count of such affliction, have you had a tearful 
state of heart, if tears have not literally ran 
down your cheeks; and thaf, not so much on 
account of the desert of sin, as its intrinsic de* 
merit ? K not, then you cannot say to God in 
this sense, " put thou my tears into thy bottle ;" 
and if not, ought it not to be so ? For is not 
this internally, if not externally, characteristic of 
all who are truly Christ's ; and even in bodily 
afflictions, may not the evil of sin be so seen and 
felt, as in some measure to subdue and melt the 
heart? 
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vm. 

BELIEVERS' TEARS FOR THE AFFLICTIONS OF 

OTHERS. 

** Thus, while we pass the yale of tears, 
Well make our joys and sorrows known, 
Well share each other's hopes and fears, 
And count a brother's grief our own.** 

The people of God, as descendants of the 
same human progenitor, may, on account of the 
bodily afflictions of others at the hand of God, 
say to him, " put thou my tears into thy bottle." 
So prevalent are the effects of sin in one form 
or another, that it is at all times true, in a 
greater or less degree, that " the whole creation 
groaneth and travaileth in pain together." We 
need scarcely, therefore, remark that while there 
are many everywhere in the enjoyment of bodily 
health and happiness, there are always at the 
same time others who are lying, if not writh- 
ing, on beds of affliction. Much, indeed, of 
this affliction is, in the case of thousands, the 
result of their own actual recklessness, or infa- 
tuation. But, apart from the affliction which 
many thus entail upon themselves, there ever 
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exists, among the members of the Church, as 
well as among the men of the world, a large 
amount which is not thus self-inflicted; but 
which constitutes part of " the ills that flesh is 
heir to," in consequence of our naturally sinful 
state. Accordingly, even in this restricted sense, 
how true is it that the world never ceases to be, 
in private no less than in public, a lazar-house, 
or hospital. And while some are " full of toss- 
ings to and fro unto the dawning of the day, so 
that their skin is broken, and become loath- 
some,'' in the morning exclaiming, "would to 
God it were the evening," and in the evening, 
"would to God it were the morning," and 
neither evening nor morning bringing relief; — 
alas ! how true is it of others, that if they are 
not "made to possess months of vanity, and 
have wearisome nights appointed to them," and 
led " to choose death rather than life," they are 
visited, more or less, with sore affliction. In 
connection, also, with affliction in their persons, 
how often are they overtaken with affliction in 
their families, and in their aflairs! At such a 
time, therefore, as this, how appropriately may 
they exclaim with the Psalmist, " thou hast laid 
me in the deeps; thou hast afflicted me with all 
thy waves." Now, as we ourselves are in the 
body, and liable to the same afflictions ; as we 
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know not what may suddenly befall us, or how 
soon such calamities may be our lot, surely we 
ought not merely to cherish, but to express 
sympathy for these sons and daughters of afflic- 
tion. The nearer also they live to us, the 
better they are known to us, and the closer 
they are connected with us by friendship or 
relationship, ought we not to feel for them the 
more deeply as well as the more readily? Espe- 
cially, ought not this to be characteristic of all 
who are Christ's? For as he himself not only 
"bore our griefs, and carried our sorrows" 
through life and in death, but is still such, that 
he cannot but be " touched with the feeling of 
our infirmities," must not those who are his, 
not "shut up their bowels of compassion" 
towards any that are distressed, but be true 
"men of feeling?" The more destitute, also, 
such persons are, ought not our sympathy to be 
not the less, but the greater? In short, along 
with a feeling of sympathy, a look of sympathy, 
and a word of sympathy, ought not all true 
Christians to have a tear of sympathy glisten- 
ing in the eye, if not gushing down the cheek, 
for their fellowrcreatures, and especially for 
their fellow-Christians in their affliction — a tear 
to mingle with theirs? — and more particularly 
when that affliction, whatever it may be, has 
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not been carelessly incurred, but has, in God's 
inscrutable providence, been permitted to befall 
them. So it was with the patriarch Job of 
old. Hence, we read of him not only saying, 
" to him that is afflicted, pity should be showed 
from his friend," but adding, "did not I weep 
*for him that was in trouble? was not my soul 
grieved for the poor?" So it was, also, with 
Job's three friends at first, when they came to 
mourn with him, and to comfort him. For, as 
we are told, "when they lifted up their eyes 
afar off, and knew him not, they lifted up their 
voice, and T^ept ; and they rent every one his 
mantle, and sprinkled dust upon their heads 
toward heaven." So it was, especially, witih 
our adorable Eedeemer. For while it was 
predicated of him, in reference to his people, 
long before he came into the world, "in all 
their afflictions he was afiflicted," when he be- 
came incarnate he had compassion upon the 
multitudes, on account of their bodily as well 
as their spiritual diseases, and often did he 
manifest his compassion in tears; and still he 
is a feeling as well as a faithful High Priest. 
Hence, with regard to all in distress, the precept 
of inspiration to his followers is, to " weep with 
those that weep," as well as "to visit the father- 
less and widows in their affliction." Is it so 
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with you, my dear readers, who profess to be 
disciples of Him who, although he had no cause 
to shed tears for himself, shed many " a shower 
of holy tears" for others? Have you not only 
a sympathetic feeling, but a tearful state of 
heart, if not an eye suffused with tears, for the 
afflictions of the human family, and especially 
of those who are of the household of faith ? If 
not, then you cannot say to God in this sense, 
"put thou my tears into thy bottle;" and if 
not, ought you not to be able to say so? For 
as creatures, are we not all members of the same 
common family of Adam ; and as believers, 
members of the same spiritual family of Jesus 
Christ? And in each of these senses, ought 
we not to have a reciprocal feeling towards one 
another ; and in this, as in other things, do to 
others as we would that they should do unto 
us? 
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IX. 

BELIEVERS' TEARS FOR THEIR OWN 
REPROACHES. 

** Under sorrows and reproaches, 

May this thought onr courage raise; 
Swiftly God*8 great day approaches, 
Tears shall then be changed to praise.** 

Agaik, the people of God, as persons who are 
'''spoken against," may, on account of the re- 
proaches to which they are subjected, say to 
God, "put thou my tears into thy bottle." 
These reproaches arise from diflferent causes; 
and according as the causes are just or unjust in 
their nature, so are the reproaches which spring 
from them. Sometimes, also, these reproaches 
proceed more immediately from God himself in 
the way of pimishment, and at other times more 
directly from men in the way of persecution. To 
illustrate this briefly. " Sin," as Solomon says, " is 
the reproach of any people." This is as true in 
individual, as in collective cases. In each of 
these respects, sin never fails to carry along with 
it more or less reproach, as part of its punish- 
ment. Such reproach may at times be long in 
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overtaking sinners singly as well as conjointly, 
yet it is not the less certain; and especially, 
when they harden their hearts in wickedness, 
and do not " break off their sins by righteous- 
ness/' So it was with David, when, in addition 
to Absalom's rebellious conduct, Shimei cursed 
him as a man of Belial, and when his enemies 
otherwise reproached him. But even then, David 
was enabled to say, " it may be that the Lord 
will look on mine affliction,"or literally, on my tears, 
" and that he will requite me good for his cursing 
this day." Much more heavily, however, did 
David feel the reproach which was heaped upon 
him, when on his account God was reproached 
by the wicked ; — as if the Holy One of Israel had 
not justly withdrawn his favour, and deservedly 
punished him. Then he could say, " my tears 
have been my meat day and night, while they 
continually say unto me, Where is thy God ? " 
Then the arrow entered more deeply into his 
soul, and his tears flowed not fewer but faster. 
So it has, also, been with believers, in their col- 
lective as well as in their individual capacity. 
Hence, God threatened the Israelites, at a very 
early period of their history, that "if they 
would not hearken to his voice, and observe to 
do all his commandments, they would be an 
astonishment, a proverb, and a byword among 
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all the nations whither he would lead them/' 
To the same effect, at a later period he threat- 
ened, on account of their aggravated sins, to 
" make them a reproach among the nations," and 
to " bring an everlasting reproach upon them." 
So, accordingly, he did, when of old he led them 
away captive to Babylon, as well as in dealing 
with them, as he has done, in modern times. 
But not to speak of what they are at present, 
we read of them in ancient times not only of 
" being in great reproach,'* and of being " put 
to perpetual reproach,'* but also as saying of 
themselves, "we are a reproach to our neigh- 
bours, a scorn and a derision to them that are 
about us.*' Like David, however, most deeply 
did they come to be grieved on account of " the 
reproach wherewith their enemies reproached 
God." In connection, likewise, with this time, 
we read of them not only " sitting down by the 
rivers of Babylon, and hanging their harps upon 
the willows," but also " weeping." Accordingly, 
after they were duly humbled on account of 
such reproaches, while their prayer to God was, 
" O Lord, consider and behold our reproach," 
God is represented as graciously replying, "I 
will no more make you a reproach among the 
people;" and the time is hastening on apace 
when this promise shall be fulfilled in perfection. 
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Not only, however, have believers individually 
and collectively thus been justly subjected to 
reproach on account of their transgressions, and 
been led to shed tears because of such reproach, 
and particularly when it has fallen upon God; 
but, even when their conduct has been out- 
wardly blameless, reproach has often been their 
lot at the hands of their fellow-men. So, alas ! 
it has sometimes fared with them at the hands 
of their most familiar fnends, and nearest neigh- 
bours. Hence, Job could say of those who came 
to condole with him in his distress, " they have 
smitten me upon the cheek reproachfully ; how 
long will ye vex my soul, and break me in 
pieces with words? these ten times have ye 
reproached me." While he was, also, constrained 
to add, " my friends scorn me," he at the same 
time added, " mine eye poureth out tears unto 
God." Of reproach at the hands of friends, 
our blessed Saviour, as well as David, could 
likewise say, "it was not an enemy that re- 
proached me; then I could have borne it; 
neither was it he that hated me that did mag- 
nify himself against me ; then I could have hid 
myself from him ; but it was thou, a man mine 
equal, my guide, and mine acquaintance ; " — ^yet 
both could also add, " as for me, I will call upon 
God, and the Lord shall save me.'* At other 
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times, such reproach has frequently been the 
lot of believers at the hands of foes. Hence, 
David could not only say, "I have heard the 
slander of many," but also, " I was a reproach 
among all mine enemies, but especially among 
my neighbours ; mine enemies reproach me all 
the day." In connection, also, with such re- 
proach, we read of him saying, " I have mingled 
ashes like bread, and mingled my drink with 
weeping." Such reproach, indeed, has generally 
been endured for the sake of God, or in his 
cause. Hence, David could say in his day, " the 
reproaches of them that reproached thee are 
fallen upon me." The very weeping, as well as 
fasting of believers on this account, has also 
sometimes formed the occasion of increasing their 
reproach. Hence, David's complaint likewise was, 
" when I wept and chastened my soul with fast- 
ing, that was to my reproach ; I made sackcloth 
also my garment ; and I became a proverb to 
them; they that sit in the gate speak against 
me; and I was the song of the drunkards.** 
Again, he could say, "thou hast known my 
reproach and my shame, and my dishonour; 
mine adversaries are all before thee; reproach 
hath broken ray heart, and I am full 'of heavi- 
ness." Hence also, Jesus Christ, David's great 
antitype, as well as David's son and David's 
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Lord, could adopt this language in a sense in- 
finitely higher — ^being, as he was, from first to last, 
"a reproach of men, and despised of the people." 
Hence, likewise, Christ's immediate disciples 
could in a high degree appropriate this language 
to themselves. For not only did they " suffer 
reproach" for the name of Christ, and for his 
cause, but they were made " a gazing-stock by 
reproaches," and accounted " the offscouring of 
all things." In like manner, so it has been with 
the people of God, more or less, in all ages ; for 
"the reproach of the cross" hasv never ceased. 
The more faithful, also, they have been to Christ 
and to his cause, to others and to themselves, 
the more have they been made the subjects of 
reproach. Not only, however, have they vrill- 
ingly "chosen rather to suffer" reproach as well 
as aflliction, " than enjoy the pleasures of sin for 
a season," but according to the declaration of 
Scripture, when "reproached for the name of 
Christ, they have felt happy, inasmuch as ihe 
Spirit of glory and of God has rested upon them." 
For this reason itself, well might Paul exclaim, 
" I take pleasure in reproaches for Christ's sake." 
Still, on account of such reproaches, from what- 
ever cause or quarter they arise, have not be- 
lievers great occasion to weep, or shed tears? 
And great as that occasion may be on account 
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of the reproaches of foes, must it not be ht 
greater on account of the reproaches of friencU — 
friends, too, from whom such treatment would 
never be expected ? Grievous, therefore, as sudi 
reproaches are when undeservedly received at 
the hands of open foes, is not their grievousness 
multiplied manifold when unmeritedly met with 
at the hands of professed friends ? Yet, so inva- 
riable is it that a true friend is only '' one among 
a thousand." So, then, it has often been in 
the above senses, with many of God's people in 
the past. Is it so with you, my dear readers, 
who profess to have taken up your cross, and 
are following Christ through good and bad 
report ? When on account of sin of any kind 
you have been subjected to reproach, and espe- 
cially when you have given occasion to the 
enemy to speak reproachfrilly against God, have 
you had a tearful tenderness of heart, if tears 
have not actually started to your eyes, and also 
streamed down your cheeks? Or again, when 
you have suflfered reproach for Christ, or for his 
cause, while you have been led to " rejoice and 
to be exceeding glad," have you had a tear not 
merely for yourselves as being reproached, but 
also for those who have reproached you? If 
not, then you cannot say to God in this sense, 
" put thou my tears into thy bottle ;" and if not. 
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ought it not to be so with you as well as with 
others? For are not all liable to fall into 
reproach? and do not all our sins bring more 
or less reproach upon that holy name by which 
we are called ? Or, if you are at no time suf- 
fering reproach for Christ, or for his cause, 
may you not well doubt whether you are acting 
towards God so faithfully as you ou^t? In 
short, ought you not at once to " walk in the 
fear of the Lord, because of the reproach of 
our enemies," and to be at all times ready 
to " go without the camp, bearing Christ's re- 
proach?" 
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the virgin, the daughter of Judah, as in a wine- 
press. For these things I weep; mine eye, 
mine eye runneth down, because the comforter 
that should relieve my soul is far from me ; my 
children are desolate, because the enemy pre- 
vailed. Mine eyes do fail with tears; my 
bowels are troubled, my liver is poured out 
upon the earth, for the destruction of the 
daughter of my people." And as if this were 
not enough, he again says, " call for the mourn- 
ing women, that they may come ; let them make 
haste, and take up a wailing for us, that our eyes 
may run down with tears, and our eyelids gush 
out with waters.** In like manner, when Nehe- 
miah was informed that the remnant of the 
captivity in Jerusalem were in great affliction 
and reproach, and that the wall of Jerusalem 
was broken down, and the gates thereof burnt 
with fire, he not only " prayed before the God 
of heaven," but "sat down, and wept, and 
mourned certain days." In Scriptin*e, however, 
we find not only single members of the Church, 
among prophets, priests, and kings, weeping for 
the Church's distresses, and also every family as 
well as every individual apart, but likewise the 
Church as a body, from the highest to the 
lowest. Thus when Israel joined himself unto 
Baal-peor, and the people committed fornication 
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with the daughters of Moab, and a plague from 
the Lord spread among them so that there died 
four-and-twenty thousand, we read of all the 
children of Israel " weeping before the door of 
the tabernacle of the congregation," and of the 
plague being stayed through the godly zeal of 
Pliinehas, the son of Eliezar. Again, in the 
time of Esther, when a decree was issued, in the 
name of king Ahasuerus, that the Jews, both 
young and old, should be utterly destroyed 
throughout all the king's provinces on a certain 
day, we read that there was " great mourning 
among the Jews, and fasting, and weeping, and 
wailing," and that many " lay in sackcloth and 
ashes." In the time also of Ezra, when the 
people of Israel did according to the abomina- 
tions of the Canaanites, and intermarried with 
them contrary to the command of God, we are 
informed that "there assembled a very great 
congregation of men, and women, and children, 
and that the people wept very sore." To the 
same effect, while it was said to the Church 
during her captivity, " let thy tears run down 
like a river day and night ; give thyself no rest ; 
let not the apple of thine eye cease ; arise, cry 
out in the night; in the beginning of the 
watches pour out thine heart before the face of 
the Lord," it was also declared of her, "she 
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weepeth sore in the night, and her tears are on 
her cheeks." Again, as upon the found;ation of 
the second temple, many of the priests, and 
scribes, and chief of the fathers who were 
ancient men, and had seen the glories of the 
former, " wept with a loud voice," while on the 
other hand many of those who were younger 
" shouted aloud for joy ; " so in times of com- 
parative spiritual prosperity, when the people of 
God perceive the great difference between the 
present state of things and the past which was 
so much better, they are affected not only to 
sadness, but to tears. In short, in seasons of 
distress God himself " calls to weeping and to 
niourning;" and not only speaks of Ephraim 
" bemoaning himself," but what he says of the 
Jews in reference to the future as well as the 
past, is equally true of all his people when 
about to be delivered from their distresses — 
"they shall come with weeping, and with sup- 
plications will I lead them." So, then, it has 
often been with believers, in their individual and 
collective capacity, on account of the Church's 
distresses in times of persecution as well as 
backsliding. So it was, also, in our own country 
in the year 1596, when, in these persecuting and 
evil days, there assembled at Edinburgh "four 
hundred ministers, many elders, and private 
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Christians, and after prayer, reading and preach- 
ing of the word, and confessing of sin and resolv- 
ing to forsake it, there was such an outpouring 
of the Spirit^ that all present were in tears, and 
the very church resounded with the voice of their 
weeping." So it was, again, in the year 1638, in 
the Greyfriars' churchyard of Edinburgh, when 
the Solemn League and Covenant, the human 
charter of Presbyterianism, was signed not only 
by "the lords of the Congregation," but by 
the people of God in general, " with tears and 
prayers." So, also, it ought to be with the Church 
as a body, and with her members as individuals, 
far oftener than it is. For in what a lukewarm, 
if not lethargetio state, is she often found ! How 
great is her barrenness, if not her backsliding ! 
What an amount of practical infidelity among 
professing Christians, if not open apostasy from 
the faith ! How then, is it with you, my dear 
readers, who profess to be Christ's, whether you 
are members or ministers of the Church ? Have 
you tears, not only for your own circumstances 
as individuals, but for the circumstances of the 
Church as the body of Christ ? K not, then you 
cannot say to God in this sense, " put thou my 
tears into thy bottle ; " and if not, ought it not 
to be so with you in your day, as it was with 
others in theirs ? For although as a nation we 

r2 



70 BELIEVERS* TEARS. 

have not again been visited severely with the 
pestilence in our persons, or with a heavy blight 
upon the fruits of the earth ;' and although as a 
Church our candlestick has not been removed 
out of its place, nor our privileges taken from us ; 
still, what great cause has every true branch, 
as well as every true member, of the Church to 
weep bitterly before God? Especially, on ac- 
count of intemperance, imcleanness, and Sabbath 
profanation, not to speak of other sins which are 
almost no less common among professing be- 
lievers, what great cause have all in the Church 
not only to sit in sackcloth, but to shed torrents 
of tears; and to pray that for the sake of Him, 
" upon whom the chastisement of our peace was 
laid, and by whose stripes alone we can be 
healed," iniquity as ashamed may hide its head, 
and that times of refreshing may come to us 
from the presence of the Lord ? 
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XL 

BELIEVERS' TEARS FOR THEIR OPPRESSION. 

** When yexing thoughts within me rise, 
And sore dismayed, my spirit dies ; 
Yet He who once vouchsaf d to bear 
The sickening anguish of despair. 
Shall sweetly sooth, shall gently dry, 
The throbbing heart, the streaming eye.** 

But further, the people of God, ?s the subjects 
of persecution, may, on account of their own 
oppression at the hands of their fellow-creatur^ 
and professing fellow-Christians, say to God, 
" put thou my tears into thy bottle." From the 
history of the world and of the Church it ap- 
pears, that oppression is one of the most cruel, 
as well as the most common, forms in which the 
wickedness of the human heart displays itself. 
This is so true that it may be safely asserted, 
that all the affliction with which God, in his 
justice, has visited the human race, is compara- 
tively insignificant with that which men have 
unrighteously inflicted upon one another. For 
this reason, when David was about to be 
punished for numbering the people, and was 
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permitted to choose between famine and pesti- 
lence at the hand of God, and the sword at the 
hand of his enemies, well might he exclaim^ 
" let us fall into the hand of the Lord, (for his 
mercies are great,) and let me not fall into the 
hand of man." For this reason, also, God him- 
self is represented as saying on one occasion, 
"I am very sore displeased with the heathen 
that are at ease; for I was but a little displeased, 
and they helped forward the affliction" of my 
people. Much of this oppression has been 
borne by members of the Church in their indivi- 
dual capacity. In this sense, David's chequered 
life supplies us with a few striking illustrations. 
Thus, while at one time we find him giving vent 
to his feelings, and asking, " why go I mourning 
because of the oppression of the enemy?" — 
at another time we find him praying, "leave 
me not to mine oppressors;" and again, "deliver 
me from the oppression of man." And well 
might he thus speak and pray, as he could war- 
rantably compare himself to " a partridge hunted 
on the mountains." But just as it was with him 
in this respect, so it has frequently been with 
many of God's people singly; with members 
as well as ministers of the Church; with the 
sheep as well as the shepherds of Christ's flock. 
Not only, however, has the iron hand, or rather 
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we may say "the iron hoof^" of man's oppression 
been often exercised against believers indivi- 
dually, but also collectively. So it was, in an 
especial manner, when the children of Israel 
sojourned in Egypt. For at the close of the 
predicted period of their bondage, we read of 
them saying, " the Egyptians evil entreated us, 
and afflicted us, and laid upon us hard bondage, 
and when we cried unto the Lord God of our 
fathers, the Lord heard our voice, and looked 
on our affliction, and our labour, and oppression." 
Li another place, God himself is represented as 
saying, " I have surely seen the affliction of my 
people which are in Egypt, and have heard their 
cry by reason of their taskmasters ; " and again, 
" I have also seen the oppression wherewith the 
Egyptians oppress them." So it was, also, with 
them after they were brought into the land of 
promise. For as often as they forsook the Lord 
their God, they were sold into the hands of their 
enemies, and generally subjected to grievous 
oppression. So it was more particularly in the 
reign of Jehoahaz. But wicked as Jehoahaz 
was, and strong as the anger of the Lord was 
kindled against Israel for their sins, when 
Jehoahaz " besought the Lord, " the Lord 
hearkened unto him, for "he saw the oppres- 
$ion of Israel, and he gave them a deliverer." 
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So it was, likewise, at a later period of thdf 
liistory, when God " broke the yoke of their bur- 
den, and the rod of their oppressors, in the days 
of Midian;" and also during the Babylonish 
.captivity, when " the land was desolate because 
of the fierceness of the oppressor." So, in like 
manner, it has been with the Church in modem 
days, not only in our own country, but in others, 
and particularly during the time of **^ the glorious 
Reformation.'* At that period^ as is well known 
to all, oppression of the most grievous nature 
and of every imaginable description, was relent- 
lessly exercised against members of the Church, 
without distinction of age or sex, for a long series 
of years; and such was the amount and measure 
of that oppression, that if it were not duly 
authenticated in the most meagre history of the 
times, as well as in the martyrology of the 
Church, it might not only be doubted and de- 
nied, but declared incredible, if not impossible. 
Disgraceful, however, as any kind of oppression 
is when inflicted by the men of the world upon 
the members of the Church, or upon the Church 
as a body, it must be admitted to be incomparably 
worse when it is resorted to by one professing 
section of the Church towards another. Yet, 
alas, how often has this been the case ! How 
often, also, has it been found that eccle^astical 
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expression, in public as well as in private, haa 
been far heavier than civil oppression; that the 
oppression which the Church, when in a state of 
degeneracy, has exercised towards her own pro- 
fessing members as well as towards others, has 
been far more severe than that to which she 
herself has at any time been subjected at the 
hands of others; and that she has '^ lorded it 
over God's heritage" in the most despotic man- 
ner. On this account, God himself said of 
Jerusalem of old, "when I looked for judg- 
ment, behold oppression ; she is wholly oppres- 
sion in the midst." From thattinie^ Also, to the 
present day, these words have been more or less 
applicable to ahnost every professing branch of 
ihe Church. Especially, they have been most 
signally illustrated in the conduct of the Church 
of Rome, even towards those who professed to be 
her members, but who dared to speak and act con- 
trary to her traditionary tenets, although not con- 
trary to " the truth as it is in Jeeus." And in the 
oppression which she has in&cted, she has had 
recourse not only to bonds and imprisonments, 
to dungeons and caves, but to every conceivable 
species of tyranny and tiditure; — such as the 
t^umb-screw and the boots, the rack and the 
maiden, the stake and the gibbet, the axe and 
tiie halter, and also fire and faggot. Not to 
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enlarge, however, upon so fruitful yet so painful 
a subject, all this being not beyond but beneath 
the truth, from whatever quarter such oppression 
has proceeded, whether from the world or from 
a nominal Church, might not those who were 
the subjects of it well shed cataracts of tears ? 
At the same time, while they may justly be re- 
presented- as crying with a loud voice, ** how 
long, O Lord, holy and true, dost thou not judge 
and avenge our blood upon them that dwell 
upon the earth?" — ^may not God himself be fitly 
represented as "looking down from the height of 
his sanctuary, and hearing the groaning of the 
prisoners" of such oppressors, and also beholding 
their tears. So then, it has ever been, more or 
less, with believers individually and collectively 
when oppressed. They have often wept for them- 
selves and their fellow-sufferers; yet they have 
also been enabled to exclaim, " who shall separate 
us from the love of Christ ? Shall tribulation, or 
distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, 
or peril, or sword? As it is written, for thy 
sake we are killed all the day long; we are ao- 
coimted as sheep for the slaughter. Nay, in 
all these things we are more than conquerors, 
through him that loved us. For I am persuaded 
that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor prin- 
cipalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor 
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things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any 
other creature, shall be able to separate us from 
the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our 
Lord." In the midst, also, of their oppression, 
even at the greatest, not only have they been 
supported with the assurance that " the suffer- 
ings of this present time are not worthy to be 
compared with the glory which shall be re- 
vealed," and that their affliction, whether light 
or heavy, " which is but for a moment, worketh 
for them a far more exceeding, and eternal 
-weight of glory;" but even at such times, while 
they have manifested the greatest composure, 
iJiey have often enjoyed the truest comfort, if 
not the highest happiness. With you, then, my 
dear readers, who profess to be the followers of 
Christ, who, " the righteous, suffered for us the 
unrighteous, that he might bring us to Gk>d," how 
has it been in this respect? Our times, indeed, 
are as yet, in God's good providence, " piping 
times of peace," and sitting under our own 
vine and our own fig-tree, we are permitted, 
within the British dominions at least, to worship 
God according to the dictates of our conscience, 
as enlightened by the divine word. Still, op- 
pression has not been eradicated from the earth, 
but reigns in some countries almost as rampant 
as ever ; and even in our own country it has not 

o 



78 believers' tears. 

yet altogether disappeared. Although you your- 
selves, therefore, may not have been the subjects 
of civil or ecclesiastical oppression either at home 
or abroad, do we not hear from time to time of 
many who are grievously oppressed; and while 
pining under the iron rod of the oppressor, or 
forced to flee for their lives, may not all such 
justly be regarded as saying to God, " put thou 
my tears into thy bottle ? " Thus, although you, 
and those around you, need not in this sense a 
tear for yourselves, are there not others else- 
where who are no strangers to the most grind- 
ing oppression — oppression which is often such, 
as almost to draw te^rs of blood from their 
«yes? 



BELIETEBS' TEARS. 79 



xn. 

BELIEVERS' TEARS FOR THE OPPRESSION OF 

OTHERS. 

^ Blest is the man whose softening heart 

Feels all another's pun ; 
To whom the supplicating tear 

Was never dropped in Tain : 
Whose heart expands with generous warmth, 

A stranger's woes to feel ; 
And bleeds in pity o'er the wound 

He wants tiie power to heaL** 

But the people of God, as inhabitants of the 
world, may, on account of the oppression of 
others, at the hands of their fellow-creatures and 
professing fellow-Christians, say to God, "put 
thou my tears into my bottle." Many who do 
not profess to be religious, but who are regarded 
honourable men, " speak proudly concerning op- 
pression ;'* and frequently, both in private and 
in public, exercise oppression towards their de- 
pendants, whether they are good or bad, religious 
or non-religious. Our present space, as well aa 
our present purpose, forbids any thing like the 
briefest description of this species of " huge oppres- 
sion f but although it were otherwise, time itself 
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would fail to unfold the almost inconceivable 
modes and degrees in which it has been inflicted. 
Suffice it, then, to observe, that it is not too much 
to assert that in innumerable instances it has been 
such as to be the deepest disgrace, not only to a. 
nominal Christian country, but even to depraved 
humanity, when enveloped in the grossest dark- 
ness, and sunk m the greatest degradation. ' Of 
late years, such revolting oppression has become 
so notorious in the case of many of the white, 
but more especially of the coloured population of 
the globe, that, however anxious any might be 
to conceal it, concealment would be absolutely 
impossible. But even although the veil of con- 
cealment could be drawn over these repulsive 
scenes, the natural rights and spiritual interests' 
of our fellow-creatures, and also a sense of duty' 
to the oppressors as well as to the oppressed, 
would demand the most thorough exposure; 
even such an exposure as has been made. For 
whatever form oppression assumes, it never fails 
to entail the worst possible effects, bodily and 
temporally as well as morally and spiritually^ 
upon all who come in contact with it. Great, 
however, as is the amount of this kind of oppres- 
sion which has been disclosed both at home and 
abroad, in remote and recent times, there are 
good grounds for believing that the half of it 
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has not hem unfolded; and that dark as the 
picture is which has ah*eady been revealed, it 
might easily be rendered much darker. But 
even at the least, how contrary is it to the man- 
ner in which we ought to act towards those who 
are creatures of the same Creator, descendants of 
the same progenitor, citizens of the same country, 
or inhabitants of the same world ! How contrary, 
also, is it to the spirit of Christianity, to the 
spirit of the old as well as of the new economy, 
and especially to the spirit of the precepts and 
pattern of our blessed Saviour ! Sinfiil, however, 
as sudi oppression is, even towards the irreli- 
gious, on the part of those who make no profes- 
sion of religion, how much more dinful must it be 
towards the professedly religious, many of whom 
are " the salt of the earth," on the part of those 
who are not only members, but office-bearers, of 
the Church of Christ ? Yet, is it not as patent as 
noon-day, that such oppression has been exer- 
cised in countless cases, not only by non-profes- 
sors, but by professors of religion, towards both 
these classes of persons ; and that, while thousands 
have been "stung to madness and despair," 
under the weight of such oppression, millions 
have been crushed in soul and body, and precipi- 
tated into a premature grave ? Especially, in a 
neighbouring country, which, although free in 
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many respects, is still in one sense fearfully fet- 
tered, has not the most cruel oppression, in con- 
nection with the system of slavery, been practised 
and perpetuated towards the unhappy children 
of Africa, without regard to age or sex, to 
"widows' tears, or orphans' cries?" For this 
reason, does there not rest at present upon the 
escutcheon of that rising country, and upon the 
glory of a large section of the Church in that 
land, the foulest of stains ? On account, then, of 
such indescribable oppression by men of the 
world and members of the Church, directly or 
indirectly, may it not well be said in the lan- 
guage of Scripture, that " by reason of the mul- 
titude of oppressions, they make the oppressed 
cry out ; they cry out by reason of the arm of 
the mighty." On account, also, of such oppres- 
sion, even when it is silently endured, may not 
those who are the subjects of it, and who form 
an indefinite multitude, shed tears of anguish and 
agony not only in floods, but in torrents ; and 
may not their heart-strings well become so dis- 
tended with grief as to be riven asunder ? And 
on this account, may we not still justly adopt the 
language of Solomon, and say, " so I considered 
all the oppressions that are imder the sun ; and 
I beheld the tears of such as were oppressed, and 
they had no comforter ; and on the side of the 
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oppressors there was power, but they had no 
comforter." In answer, likewise, to their own 
tears and prayers — and particularly if they are 
the brethren of Him who himself was "oppressed, 
and afflicted, yet who opened not his mouth" — 
as well as to the tears and prayers of others, may 
not God righteously declare, "for the oppression 
of the poor, for the sighing of the needy, now 
will I arise ; I will set him in safety from him 
that puffeth at him?" Or, may he not still be 
regarded as saying to oppressors, what he said to 
some among the Jews, " what mean ye, that ye 
beat my people to pieces, and grind the faces of 
the poor?" Or again, " go to now, ye rich men, 
weep and howl for your miseries that shall come 
upon you ; behold the hire of the labourers, who 
have reaped your fields, which is of you kept 
back by fraud, crieth, and the cries of them, that 
have reaped are entered into the ears of the Lord 
of Sabaoth; ye have lived in pleasure on the 
earth, and been wanton ; ye have nourished your 
hearts as in a day of slaughter ; ye have con- 
demned and killed the just." Is not this lan- 
guage as appropriate in its spirit in our day, as 
when it was first uttered ? Or, with a few slight 
changes, is it not, even in the letter, as much 
adapted to present as to past circumstances in 
the world ? How justly, therefore, may God re- 
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buke all such oppressors^ as he rebuked Israel 
of old, for "not undoing the heavy burdens, 
letting the oppressed go free, and breaking every 
yoke?" How justly, also, might he say of them 
what he said of the descendants of Esau on 
account of their fraternal hardness of heart, 
"for oppression of thy brother Jacob, shame 
shall cover thee, and thou shalt be cut off for 
ever ;" and in this way give them " the heritage 
of oppressors ?" How, then, is it with you, my 
dear readers, who profess to be the followers of 
Him who was " wounded for our transgressions, 
and bruised for our iniquities ?" On account of 
such overwhelming oppression of your fellow- 
creatures and fellow-Christians, have you had a 
bleeding heart, if burning tear-drops have not 
gushed from your eyes ? K not, then you can- 
not say to God in this sense, " put thou my tears 
into thy bottle ;" and if not, ought it not to be 
so ? For, although you may not have been spec- 
tators of such oppression, but only hearers or 
readers of it, does it not too surely, and too ex- 
tensively exist throughout the world ? And if you 
are not of those who are " at ease in Zion," and 
whom God reproves for not being " grieved for 
the affliction of Joseph," ought you not as crea- 
tures, but particularly as Christians, to feel for 
those who are so oppressed, and have a tear to 
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shed for them as well as for yourselves ; and also 
to pray that the time may speedily come when 
it shall be exultingly said, " how hath the op- 
pressor ceased," if not, " the oppressors are con- 
sumed out of the land Y* 
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xm. 

BELIEVERS' TEARS FOR PRIVATE 
BEREAVEMENTS. 

" But leaves the greenest will decay, 
And flowers the brightest fade away. 

When autumn winds are sweeping ; 
Thus, be the household e*er so fair, 
The hand of death will soon be there. 

And turn the scene to weeping." 

Again, the people of God, as the brethren of 
Jesus Christ, who was himself a weeper at the 
tomb, may, on account of private bereavements, 
say to God, " put thou my tears into thy bottle/' 
In the exercise of his almighty power, God could 
easily deliver his people, not only from the afflic- 
tions of life, but from bodily death, which is a 
still greater part of the penalty of sin. Without 
having recourse to a chariot of fire, as in the 
case of Elijah, as soon as his purposes were ac- 
complished with them upon earth, he could at 
once translate them to heaven in some other way. 
So he might deal, not only with themselves, but 
also with such of their children as he might think 
proper to cut off in infancy, and who, being 
chosen in Christ and dedicated to him in cove- 
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nant, were his, not merely by creation, but by 
redemption. However, in his wisdom and sov-^ 
reignty, he has been pleased to act otherwise. 
On this accoimt, Solomon says of the human race, 
*' one thing befalleth the sons of men ; as the one 
dieth, so dieth the other ; no man hath power 
over the spirit, to retain the spirit ; neither hath 
he power in the day of death ; and there is no 
discharge in this war/' Accordingly, as it has 
been in the past in this respect, with the excep- 
tion of Enoch and Elijah, so it will be in the 
future, till the judgment of the great day ; — ^it 
being "appointed imto men once to die, and 
after that the judgment." Not only, however, 
have believers, in the different relations of life, 
been dealt with by God in this sense as others, 
but fr^uently far more severely; — sometimes 
being Overtaken with breach upon breach, with 
" deaths and death, and death ;" and at other times, 
while visited with fewer deaths, yet with many 
distressing and agonizing circumstances connected 
with them. Thus, while their grief has been 
greater, their tears have flowed faster. So it has 
been with them as hmbands ; as when Abraham 
" came to mourn for Sarah, and to weep for her;'* 
although, for a peculiar reason, Ezekiel was for- 
bidden either to " mourn, to weep," or to allow 
" tears to run down," when his wife, " the desire 
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of his eyes, was taken away with a stroke." So it 
has been with them as wwes ; as when Orpah and 
Ruth " lifted up their voices, and wept'* upon the 
death of their husbands, the two sons of Kaomi. 
So it has been with them as fathers ; — ^for, not 
merely have they often been sorely tried, some* 
what like Abraham in the case of Isaac, when 
their children have been suddenly brought down 
to the gates of the grave, and then almost miracu- 
lously brought back again ; and also, like Jacob 
in the case of Joseph, when their children have 
for a season been given up as lost, drowned, or 
killed, and then unexpectedly restored to them 
as from the dead ; but, like Job, frequently have 
they been bereft, not only of one or two of their 
number, but of them all, and rendered cHildless. 
At such a season they are led to say with the 
patriarch, " O ! that, it were with me as in months 
past, when the candle of the Lord shohe upon 
me, and my children were round about me.** So, 
especially, it has been with them as mothirg ; and 
then what was said of Rachel of old, as the repre- 
sentative of mothers in Israel, has been virtually 
true in their experience — " a voice was heard in 
Ramah, lamentation, and bitter weeping; Rachel 
weeping for her children, and refusing to b^ 
comforted, because they were not;" — ^because 
most, if not all of them, were taken, and few, or 
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none^ left. Frequently, too, this has been the 
case, not only in times of the plague, the pefsti- 
lence, and other modes of punishment as the 
judgments of heaven, but in times of peace, pros- 
perity, and plenty. Yet, to Christian mothers, 
who are thus mourning for their children, but 
not murmuring ; or wailing, but not sinfully re- 
pining, may it not fittingly be said by way of 
consolation, 

**"Weep, weep not o'er thy children's graves, 
O Rachel, weep not so : 
The bud is cropt in infancy, 
The flower in heaven shall blow." 

So it has, also, often been with them as widowg^ 
on account of the death of an only son or daugh- 
ter ; as in the case of the widow of Nain, and 
that son the only support of his mother. So it 
has, likewise, been with believers as ckUdren^ 
weeping for the death of a father; as when 
Joseph, and his brethren, and his father's house, 
not to speak of the Egyptians, " mourned for Jacob 
with a great and very sore lamentation, seven 
days." So it has been with them more especially 
in weeping for a mother ; for the Scripture ex- 
pression, '^ as one that moumeth for his mother,^ 
is proverbial of the greatest grief. So it has 
been with them as brothers; as when the brethren 
of Joseph wept at his death; — and well they 

H 
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might; for who has not wept at th^ story of 
Joseph ? So it has been with them as sisters ; as 
when Martha and Mary wept over Lazarus. So 
it has also been with them as rd<xHves and 
kinsmen; as when David *' lamented" with a most 
expressive as well as poetical lamentation over 
Saul and Jonathan ; and when all his men, as 
well as himself, "mourned and w^t" over th^n 
both, and likewise over Abner. So it has been 
with them aj$ friends, knit together in the closest 
bonds of mutual affection, as well as relatives ; as 
when David exclaimed upon Jonathan's death, 
" I am distressed for thee, my brother Jonathan ; 
thy love to me was wonderful, passing the love 
of women ! " So it has been with them as " teachers 
sent from God," as well as " friends that stick 
closer than a brother ;" as when, at the grave of 
Lazarus, "Jesus wept;" — a sentence this "the 
shortest in the Bible," but, in the language of an- 
other — ^who, in point of genius is among the fore* 
most of the present day, and whose name is im- 
mortaUy wedded to " The Bards of the Bibles- 
it is not too much to say, " soonw than have 
wanted this little sentence, should we have con- 
sented that all Books but the Bible should have 
perished — that the entire glories of an e^hly 
literature had sunk into the grave of forgetful- 
ness ; for the tears of the Divine Man are links 
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binding us immediately to the throne of God, 
and the rainbow which is around it." So it has 
been with them as disciples; as when Mary Mag- 
dalene wept at Christ's sepulchre, and also when 
the elders of Miletus and Ephesus all '*wept 
sore" upon parting with Paul, sorrowing that 
they should see his face no more — his departure 
being virtually as distressing as his death. So it 
has also been with them as masters^ along with 
their families ; as when Isaac and his family wept 
so much for Deborah, Rebecca's nurse, that the 
place where she Was buried was called " Allon- 
bachuth, the oak of weeping" — a circumstance as 
honourable to them on the one hand, as it was 
respectful to her on the other. So it has like- 
wise, been with them as servants; as when, 
at Elijah's translation, Elisha took hold of his 
clothes, and "rent them in two pieces" in token 
of his grief. In these and similar instances, be- 
lievers have had tears to shed for those who were 
more or less closely connected with them. For, 
when the tie which once linked them together 
was snapt asunder, whether it was of a near or 
remote kind, Christianity did not forbid tears 
to be shed, as if improi)er, but only regulated 
the measure of those tears ; and while it led them 
to look forward to the time when all for whom 
tears can now be shed " not without hope," shall 
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be united together never more to be separated, it 
also imparted the highest consolation. In such 
cases, indeed, the bereavements of believers may 
not at times be greater than those of mibelievers ; 
but, on account of the union which subsists be- 
tween Christ and them, and also on account of 
the great difference which exists between their 
views of sin and those of unbelievers, the tears 
which they shed are, in the judgment of God, 
essentially different from those of others. So, 
then, it has been with believers in the past, with 
reference to those who have been allied to them 
by the different ties of life ; and especially with 
reference to those whom they had more or less 
reason to think had ^^ fallen asleep in Jesus ;" 
and so it will continue to be till " there shall be 
no more death." Has it been so with you, my 
dear readers, who profess to believe in Christ, 
who died for our sins, but rose again for our jus- 
tification, and is now alive for evermore ? Has 
your bosom swelled with grief, if your eyes 
have not been soft with tears, when death has 
broken in upon your family, relative, friendly, or 
social circle ? K not, then you cannot say to 
God in this sense, " put thou my tears into thy 
bottle ;" and if not, ought it not to be so, and thcU 
from natural as well as from Christian feeling ? 
For, if the death of Lazarus had such an effect 
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upon Christ as to cause him to weep when he 
stood by his grave, ought not the death of those 
who are more or less near and dear to your 
souls, to have a somewhat similar effect upon 
you, as it severs the tenderest ties of nature 
and of grace ? 



h2 
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XIV. 

BELIEVERS' TEARS FOR PUBLIC BEREAVEMENTS. 

** The loved, but not the lost ! 
Why should our ceaseless tears be shed 
O'er the cold turf that wraps the dead, 

As if their names were crossed 
From out the 'book of life?' Ah, not 
*Tis we who scarcely liye, that linger still below." 

The people of God, as members of the Churcb 
universal, may, on account of public bereave- 
ments, say to God, ^' put thou my tears into thy 
bottle." To all true believers **itis better, to 
depart, and to be with Christ, than to live ;" so 
much so, that it may be said, " happy the com- 
pany that's gone from cross to crown, frcun 
thrall to throne." Their death, however, while 
the greatest gain to themselves, is often as great 
a loss to the Church and the world, as well as 
to their family and friends ; as we are then de- 
prived of the benefit of their counsel and their 
conversation, of their pattern and their prayers. 
The more distinguished, also, they are for the 
possession and practice of the Christian gifts 
and graces, the heavier is the loss which is sua- 
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tained. For such persoiis, therefore, while still 
in the body, and stretched on beds of sickness, 
well may believers individually in private, and 
collectively in public, pray wrestingly that God 
may spare their lives, if at all consistent with 
his glory; and when he is pleased to "change 
their countenances, and send them away," well 
may survivors feel the keenest grief, and shed 
showers of tears on their account; and yet, we 
must neither deplore the Church's loss, nor 
" shed the falling tear " immoderately ; far less 
breathe the slightest murmur, utter the smallest 
complaint, or charge God foolishly. In accord- 
ance with this, we find believers, in large as well 
as in small numbers, so represented in Scripture 
as acting. For example — ^not to speak of the 
Church when it was confined almost solely to the 
family of the three patriarchs — ^when Aaron died 
on the top of Mount Hor, and all the congrega- 
tion saw that he was dead, we are told that they 
"mourned for him thirty days, even all the 
house of Israel." In like manner, when Moses, 
the servant of the Lord, died on the top of 
Mount Pisgah, and was buried " in a secret vale 
by the hand of the Eternal," we read that " the 
children of Israel wept for him in the plains of 
Moab thirty days; so the days of weeping and 
mourning for Moses were ended." Again, in 
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New Testament times, while we find Christ him- 
self, along with Martha and Mary and the Jews 
who were with them, "weeping" collectively 
for Lazarus, we read of " devout men carrying 
Stephen to his burial, and making great lamen*- 
tation over him;" and in the case of Dorcas, 
when "all the widows stood by Peter, and 
showed the coats and garments which she made 
while she waft with them," they are also repre* 
sented as "weeping." It is, likewise, not un- 
worthy of notice, that for the young, who were 
"bright buds of promise," "summer buds un- 
folding," as well as for the old, who were rich 
in performance, or laden with good fruit, the 
Church is also exhibited as shedding tears. 
Thus of young Abijah, although the son of 
Jeroboam who made Israel so grievously to sin, 
it is said that " all Israel mourned for him, be- 
cause in him there was found some good thing 
toward the Lord God of Israel." In like man- 
ner, "all Judah and Jerusalem," we are told, 
"mourned fbr Josiah," the fairest "flower of 
David's stem," when " blasted in its spring ;" as 
Ivell as that Jeremiah " lamented for him, and 
that the singing men and singing women spoke 
of him in their lamentations." So, then, it has 
been in ancient times with believers, collectively 
as well as individually, towards the more eminent 
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members of the Church, when cut off by death; 
although others of less mark, although in many 
cases of little less merit, have not been for- 
gotten, whether they were males or females. 
So it has, also, been in modem times; and more 
especially when in a spiritual sense it could be 
said, ** know ye not that a prince and a great 
man is fallen this day in Israel ?" — ^whether he has 
been a minister or member of the Church, a 
teaching or a ruling elder, a junior or a senior 
brother of "The Schools of the Prophets," a 
home or a foreign missionary "in the high places 
of the field." Then mourning, lamentation, and 
weeping, but not woe, has, according to their 
known worth, extended throughout the Church's 
borders; and often at such times, when her 
heads, or chief men, have suddenly and unex- 
pectedly been taken from her, she has been 
constrained to exclaim with the prophet, "my 
father, my father! the chariot of Israel, and 
the horsemen thereof." Sore and sad, however, 
as such dispensations are, even while the Church 
bows submissively to the wiU of her head, how 
consolatory is it for her to think that " the Lord 
God of Elijah liveth;" ever liveth, and ever 
reigneth ; that the residue of the Spirit is with 
him, and that he distributeth that same Spirit as 
he pleaseth. With you, then, my dear readers, 
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who [Hi>fe9a to be Christ's, has h be«i so con- 
eeming the loss of nsefiil members of tlie 
Chnrch ? When in ronsequence of the ranges 
of death in othtf Christian denominations be- 
aides yonr own, yon have been led to ask, "oar 
fethen, where are they? the prophets, do they 
five for ever?" — haa yonr heart been affected to 
a tearfiil state, if toot eyee hare not strictly 
been bedewed with tean? If not, then you 
cannot say to God in this swise, " put thou my 
tears into thy bottle;" and if not, ought it not 
to be so? For althon^ "the dead in Christ," 
when they pass from the lower to the of^a 
sanctuan', may be regartitJ aa sayinEr. " weep 
not for me, but weep for yourselvps ;" still, a 
they not worthy of a tear ? or rather w 
asv, do thev not claim the tribute of a tl 
s they once vere, your " 
a s{>iri[uat si 
■ fellow-comraui 
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Jacob did when he first met his cousin Rachel — 
it is ahnost unnecessary to remark, that although 
the divine life, when "the conscience wakes 
within," begins in mourning if not in weeping, 
and is in a great measure carried on in this way, 
yet it does not consist solely of sorrow or of 
sadness. On the contrary, joy rather than grief 
may be said to be its distinguishing charac- 
teristic. Hence, all who cordially receive the 
message of salvation, are said to be " filled with 
joy, and peace in believing;" and to all such the 
command is, "rejoice in the Lord alway; and 
again I say, rejoice." At the same time, even 
in the holiest of God's children, upon whom 
Christ as " the Sun of righteousness has arisen 
with healing under his wings," the divine life 
is never a life of unbroken sunshine or unin-- 
terrupted joy, but of a chequered or mixed 
nature ; made up of light and shade. So it is 
with them, not only at first when they pass out 
of a state of spiritual darkness into a state of 
spiritual light, and out of a state of spiritual 
death into a state of spiritual life, but so long 
as they are in the body. However, this lack 
of unmingled joy does not arise from any thing 
in Christianity itself, or from the divine life 
abstractly considered, but from the remains of 
indwelling sin in the best of believers, and also 
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from external circumstances which often cause 
them to be ''in heaviness through manifold 
temptations.^ For, while they continue in the 
world, they are more or less under the darkening 
and deadening influence of sin ; and just in pro- 
portion as they are freed, through the grace of 
Gkxl, frx)m its effects within and without^ so do 
they partake more largely of "the joys of his 
salvation." Thus, all who become true sub* 
jects of the divine life, or who are brought 
under the vital power of Christianity, have not 
only seasons of weeping on account of their sins, 
but also seasons of rejoicing on account of the 
superabounding grace of God. Thus, they 
oome to "feel the joy of grief," or to shed 
tears of joy as well as tears of grief — " tears of 
glad surprise" as well as "tears of sadness." 
At first, indeed, it may seem somewhat unna- 
tural and improper to speak of " tears of joy ;" 
but) after a moment's reflection, it is seen to be 
as natural and proper to speak of the one kind 
d tears as of the other. For the feelings of 
the heart naturally show themselves, according 
to diflerent circumstances, in shedding tears in 
each of these senses. Besides, if inanimate 
creation may no less beautifully than poetically 
be spoken of as "smiling through her tears," 
when there is at once sunshine and shower; if 

I 
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men> also, as intellig^at creatures BMiy appropri^ 
ately be described as "rejoicing in their tears;" 
Hiay not those, who are members not only of the 
family of nature but of grace, much more justly 
be 5aid to " weep for joy ?" For such reasons, 
although the words of the Psahnist, which have 
been the subject of consideration, were origi- 
nally uttered in the way of grief, they may also 
be employed in the way of joy. AgreeaUy 
with all this, Jesus Christ is not only spoken of 
in Scripture as being "sent to bind up ihe 
broken-hearted, and to comfort all that mourn;" 
but through him God promises to give to all 
true believers, "the oil of joy for mourning, and 
the garment of praise for the spirit of heavi- 
ness." To the same effect, while David says 
that "weeping may endure for a night," he 
adds, "but joy cometh in the morning.*' In 
like manner, of all true believers it is said in 
general terms, that " they that sow in tears shall 
reap in joy ;" and that " he that goeth forth and 
weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall doubtless 
come again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves 
with him." Again, in the New Testament, 
while of believers in general it is dedared, 
"blessed are they that mourn," it is added, 
" for they shall be comforted." What Paul, 
likewise, said of himself as being "sorrowful, 
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yet alway rejoicing," is equally descriptive of aH 
God's true people. In short, so it is with all 
true " mourners in Zion," in all ages and in all 
countries. For although, when they first enter 
upon the divine life, they have more or less 
grief on account of sin, and consequently a 
tearful state of heart, if they do not literally 
ished tears; and although, from time to time 
afterwards, this is also more or less true of them, 
they have likewise, ever and anon, " great peace 
and joy in believing in Christ;" a "peace of 
conscience, and joy of the Holy Ghost which 
passeth all understanding ; " a joy which neces- 
sarily springs from the very nature of the 
Gospel as a message of " glad tidings of great 
joy;" a joy which the world can "neither give, 
nor take away;" a joy which the blood of Jesus 
alone, when implicitly rested on, can give, and 
"with which a stranger cannot intermeddle;" 
a joy which even now is sometimes " unspeak- 
able, and full of glory," as well as " a joy for 
ever hereafter." Thus, their tears of sorrow 
are, on account of their spiritual circumstances, 
transformed into tears of joy; and thus, instead 
of " going mourning all the day," they are led 
to rejoice in strains of the highest joy. So it 
was with Christian in the Pilgrim's Progress, 
when at the cross, or place of deliverance, his 
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burden at once fell from his back, and when ^' he 
looked, and looked^ till the springs that were in 
his head sent the waters down his cheeks, and 
he wept, and wept again for gratitude and joy," 
as well as " gave three leaps for joy/* Often, 
also, is their joy such that they are not only 
constrained to "weep aloud,** but filled with 
such emotions as to be unable to give utterance 
to their feelings. Has it in any measure been 
so with you, my dear readers, who profess to be 
the disciples of Christ? K not, then you can- 
not say to God in this sense, " put thou my tears 
into thy bottle;*' and if not, ought it not to be 
so ? For is not this the experience of all true 
Christians, in a greater or less degree, at all 
times? And if you have savingly looked to 
Christ as your Saviour, and have that godly 
sorrow for sin which a saving sight of him 
produces, you cannot but inwardly rejoice, if 
you do not outwardly shed tears of joy. Let it 
then be your prayer that so it may be with you. 
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XVI. 
BELIEVERS' TEARS OF JOY FOR OTHERS. 

" Some hopes there are, so bright. 

Some views there are, so fair ; 
I That t^urs of joy bedim my eyes. 

When fancy brings me there; 
Say, trath, shall these be as they seem ? 
Or, is it but a passing dream ?" 

But the people of God, as " fellow-citizens with 
the saints/' may, on account of the circumstances 
of others temporally, but more particularly spiri- 
tually, also say to God, " put thou my tears into 
thy bottle." No true Christian either thinks or 
feels, speaks or acts, in the spirit of Cain, who 
said, "am I my brother's keeper?" or, what have 
I to do with others? On the contrary, all who 
are truly Christ's endeavour to enter into the 
feelings of their fellow-creatures and fellow- 
Christians, whether in prosperity or adversity, 
in health or sickness, in life or death; and 
**do good unto aU as they have opportunity." 
The more intimately, also, they are acquainted 
with any, and the more closely connected, the 
more fiilly do they try to identify themselves with 

l2 



106 BBLIEVEBS' TEABS 

such, in all their circumstances. In other worda, 
while, according to the exhortation of Scripture, 
they "weep with them that weep," they also 
"rejoice with them that do rejoice/* Thus, 
while they have tears of sorrow for some, they 
have tears of joy for others ; and thus, they 
become at once bearers of others' sorrows, and 
sharers of others' joys. This, in common with 
the other branches of this subject^ is strikingly 
illustrated in Scripture, which is ever a true 
" mirror held up to nature." For example — ^not 
to speak of Jacob and Esau "weeping" as. well 
as "embracing and kissing" each other from 
feelings of joy as much as of affection, when 
they met after a long separation — ^when Joseph, 
after the lapse of many years, " saw his brother 
Benjamin, his mother's son," we read that while 
he said to his brethren, " is this your younger 
brother, of whom ye spoke unto me?" his 
"bowels yearned over his brother, and he sought 
where to weep ; and he entered into his chamber 
and wept there." So it was, also, when he 
" made himself known unto his brethren." For 
then, too, we are told that he "wept aloud; 
and the Egyptians, and the house of Pharaoh 
heard." So it was, likewise, with him when he 
met Israel his father, at Goshen. For then, 
also, he " fell on his father's neck, and wept on 
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Ills neck a good while/' In each of these cases, 
the tears which he shed were tears of gladness ; 
and ihat not merely, or so much, on his own 
account, as on account of those who were so 
dear to him. Again, in later times, when 
Christ said to the man who had a son possessed 
with a dumb spirit, and whom his disciples 
could not heal, ^* if thou canst believe, all things 
are possible to him that believeth," we are in- 
formed that the fietther upon hearing this, ^' cried 
out with tears. Lord, I believe, help thou my 
unbelief;" and this he undoubtedly did, chiefly 
from a feeling of joy on account of his beloved 
child. In like manner, although we do not 
read of the father of the prodigal shedding 
tears upon the return of his son, we may well 
suppose that when *^ he ran, and fell upon bis 
neck, and kissed him,'' he at the same time 
poured forth tears in the greatest plenty; or 
at least had " the joy of tears," when he exult- 
ingly exclaimed^ ^'let us eat, and be merry; for 
this my son was dead, and is alive again; was 
lost, and is found." And well might he then 
**weep for joy," as many other parents have 
done in similar circiunstances, when their chil- 
dren, instead of being wanderers, have wended 
their way back to the domestic roof; but espe- 
cially when, instead of being prodigals, they have 
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become true penitents. For what is bodily 
restoration to spiritual restoration; or bodily 
safety to spiritual safety? However, not to 
refer to other instances in the public history of 
the Church, oi: in the more private biography of 
members of the Church, so it has been, as is 
well known to all from observatioti, if not frofia 
experience, in every variety of circumstances;— 
in the family and domestic circle, in the relative 
and friendly circle, and also in the sacred and 
social circle. For, instead of continuing to shed 
tears of the greatest grief on account of those 
connected with them, or in whom they are in- 
terested, and also of " going down to the grave 
sorrowing*' for them as they expected, how 
often are matters, in God's gracious providence, 
so wonderfully brought about that husbands and 
wives, parents and children, brothers and sisters, 
relatives and friends, masters and servants, 
pastors and people, well-wishers and benefactors, 
have the strongest cause to shed not only "tears 
of holy joy," but tears of the highest joy ? In 
other words, in the midst of the greatest dark- 
ness, does it not frequently happen that light, 
suddenly and unexpectedly, arises in such a 
measure as to bring tears of ecstatic joy to their 
eyes? Thus, after shedding many bitter tears 
of sorrow for those who were more or less 
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losely related to them, and whose happiness 
ras synonymous with their own, have they not 
gain had occasion to shed tears of joy far more 
tmndant? At such times as these, may not 
itod be regarded as saying to his people, what 
m said to Israel of old, " refrain thy voice from 
reeping, and thine eyes from tears" — ^from tears 
t least of grief; and then, instead of sorrows, 
lay it not be said that " he giveth songs in the 
ight" as well as by day ? Has it been so with 
ou, my dear readers, who profess to be of the 
^usehold of faith? Have the temporal, but 
•artioularly the spiritual circumstances of those 
oimected with you, and in whose welfare you 
re concerned, been such as to call forth tears 
f joy instead of grief ? Especially, if as parents 
rou have had occasion to do this on account of 
rour children, then^ whether they have been 
'estored to you from sickness, or reclaimed from 
in, have you not had far greater cause to rejoice 
)ver them, than you had formerly to grieve? 
3r, if God has taken from you those who were 
he objects of your affection and esteem — whether 
k Husband or a wife, a parent or a child, a brother 
yr a sister, a relative or a friend — on account of 
lie manner in which every thing connected with 
iieir decease was ordered, have you not, soonei 
)r later, had the strongest reasons to shed tears 
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of joy rather ihsm grief? Or, if you eannot 
now comprehend why God has deah with yon 
and yours as he has done, and may be constrained 
to say with Jaoob, ^^all these things are againsrt 
me;" still, as in the case of the patriarch, may 
thefy not all, although you know it not, be work- 
ing together at once for your good, and fbr the 
glory of God ; and in the exercise of faith may 
you not exclaim with David, " the Lord livethj 
and blessed be my tock, and let the God of my 
salvation be emlted;** or, adopt the chorus of 
Habakkuk's song of assurance, and say, **yet 
will I rejoice in the Lord ; I will joy in the God 
of my salvation?" At the same time, howerer 
mysterious or inscrutable God's dealings with 
your family and friends as well as with your^ 
selves may be, may you not rest firmly assured, 
that with all his people you will at length be 
led to say, " he hath done all things wisely imd 
well;" and that "what you know not now, 
you shall know hereafter ? " However, if such 
have been yoiu* circumstances, in one of more of 
these respects, in reference to others, and yet 
your eyes have not sparkled with tears of joy, 
then you cannot say to God in this sense, " put 
thou my tears into thy bottle ; " and if not, ought 
it not to be so, out of gratitude as weU as glad- 
ness? For the change of circumstances that 
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takes place at such times, being so great tempo- 
rally, but especially spiritually, may not your 
hearts well be filled to overflowing with joy; 
and in proof of this, may not tears most appro- 
priately suffiise your eyes, if they not literally 
stream down your cheeks ? 
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xvn. 

UNBELIEVERS' FRUITLESS TEARS FOR. 
THEMSELVES. 

** F^r over space, to distant spheres, 

The lightnings are prevailing ; 
The ungodly rise, and all theb tears 

And sighs are unavailing : 
The day of grace is past ^nd gone. 
They shake before the judgment throne. 

All unprepared to meet him." 

In conclusion, to notice very briefly a collateral 
branch of this subject — ^the wicked, from a sad 
sense of their wickedness, will sooner or later say 
to God, but say in vain, " put thou my tears into 
thy bottle/' As Solomon remarks, " every thing 
is beautiful in its season ;" and not only beautiful, 
but beneficial. In other words, " there is a sea- 
son for every thing," and this season is not only 
proper in itself, but, when rightly improved, pro- 
fitable in its consequences. However, when it is 
not improved aright, the very reverse of this is 
necessarily the result. At present, we would 
more particularly observe, that as it is only in 
this world we can secure the salvation of our 
souUfi so the time which we ei\joy here is the 
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only time when, in connection with our salvation, 
we can weep acceptably in God's sight. Short, 

. however, as our acceptable time of weeping is, 
even when it extends to the latest breath in our 
body, in some cases it is much shortened by the 

• expiration of our day of grace, even when the 

. term of our existence upon earth is not brought 
to a close. For although the day of grace of 
sioners is generally co-extensive with the day of 
their death, still it seems occasionally to expire 
in the midst of their years, on account of beuig 
misimproved or abused. Accordingly, however 
much they may then weep, or however many 
tears they may then shed, aU their weeping, or 

. shedding of tears, is utterly fruitless. So it was 
of old with Esau, "who, for one morsel of meat, 
sold his birthright" — that precious privilege 
which belonged to him as Jacob's first-bom, and 
which was associated with the greatest of spiri- 
tual blessings. Hence we read, that " when he 
would afterward have inherited the blessing, he 
was rejected ; and that he found no place of re- 
pentance, though he sought it carefully with 

. tears.'' So it was, also, in the time of Malachi, 
with Judah, " who dealt treacherously every man 
against his brother, and also against God, and 
profaned the holiness of the Lord which lie 
loved, and married the daughter of a strange 
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god; " or intermarried with the heathen, contrary 
to God's express command. Then, although 
they " covered the altar of the Lord with tears, 
with weeping, and with crying out,** we are told 
that the Lord '' regarded not the offering any 
more, nor received it with good will al th^ 
hand." So it was, likewise, with Judas Iscarioly 
who betrayed Christ. For, although he ** re- 
pented,'' and^ no doubt, shed tears of a sort> stiU 
he " went and hanged himself." Thus^ he proved 
his repentance to be not that " godly sorl^w jfor 
sin that needeth not to be repented of, but that 
sorrow of the world which worketh death ;** taid 
his tears, being the tears of remorse, were such 
that God could not look upon them with regard. 
So we may, also, say it was with the five fooliE^ 
virgins in the parable. For, although they stood 
without and cried, " Lord, Lord, open to us," 
they wept and cried in vain, as ^'the door was 
shut." Li further proof of this, we might make 
special notice of Francis Spira, Richard Deaixmy 
the Honourable Francis Newport, and many 
others mentioned in public and private history ; 
but, as the language which sc«ne of them em- 
ployed respecting the expiry of their day of 
grace was the most horrific possible, We for- 
bear quoting it, and only add, that, although 
they shed tears of anguish in the greatest pro- 
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fusion, they themselves had the strongest con- 
viction ifi^t even such tears were worthless, as 
the proper time for weeping had passed away ; 
and) ^^w^ting the most bitter things against 
themselvQ9y" they died in the most dreadful de- 
spair. Hgwever, if the tears which the wicked, 
in such esuies, shed even in this world, before the 
termination of their natural life, are felt by them- 
selves to be unavailing, how much more must 
this be tl^e case in a future state of existence? 
In accordance \vith this, while the misery of the 
finally impenitent in the place of punishment is, 
among other figures, represented in Scripture by 
" weeping/' as well as " wailing," we are assured 
on the highest authority that that " weeping," 
however long and loud it may be, will never 
meet with attention, and infinitely less with ap- 
probation, on the part of God. On the contrary, 
then, on account of having sinned away their day 
of grac# upon earth, and of not having wept 
during the appointed time — ^the time now allotted 
by h^ven, and not "by and by," as men would 
have it — ^to all such God will justly say, as he 
is represented in Scripture as saying, " because 
J have . called, and ye refused, I have stretched 
out my hand, and no man regarded; but ye set 
at nought aU my counsel, and would none of my 
reproof; I also will laugh at your calamity, and 
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mock when your fear cometh; when your fear 
Cometh as desolation, and your destruction 
cometh as a whirlwind ; and when distress and 
anguish come upon you; then shall they call 
upon me, but I wiU not answer; they shall seek 
me early, but they shall not find me: for that 
they hated knowledge, and did not choose the 
fear of the Lord ; they would none of my counsel ; 
they despised all my reproof; therefore shall they 
eat of the finiit of their own way, and be filled 
with their own devices." In short, then, they 
shall reap the bitter fruits of their sin, as well as 
shed the bitterest of tears — ^tears, not only of the 
rankest bitterness, but of the deepest despair. 
Consequently, if in this life we are not brought 
to shed tears from a true sight and sense of sin 
and of ourselves as sinners, and also of the sor- 
rows and sufferings which we now endure, all 
the tears possible, which we could shed hereafter, 
must be utterly ineffectual. How then, my dear 
readers, is it with you, who do not profess to be 
God's people ? If now, while it is called to-day, 
you do not savingly look to Christ whom you 
have pierced with your sins, and do not shed 
tears of contrition, is not the time speedily ap- 
proaching when it will justly be said of you, as 
of the man in the parable of the marriage feast, 
" ca«t ye the unprofitable servant into outer dark- 
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ness; there shall be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth;" — weeping that shall never have an end, 
but extend throughout eternity; weeping that 
diall never decrease, but ever go on increasing ; 
weeping that shall never make the slightest satis- 
&otion for sin, or diminish your sufferings in the 
smallest; and weeping which shall never cool 
even the tip of your parched tongue, but rather 
augment your misery. Whether, then> will you 
|iow weep on account of sin, and have your tears 
put into God's bottle, or for ever continue stony- 
hearted as you are, and weep without sympathy, 
as well as without intermission throughout eter- 
nity? 
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xvm. 

A CONCLUDING WORD TO BELIEVERS. 

And now, my fellow^-christians, how cheering 
is it to reflect that, in whatever condition or cir- 
cumstance you may be pkced, personally or re- 
latively, privately or publicly, not a tear which 
you shed for any godly reason is unnoticed by 
God, but carefully attended to ; that you can 
think of such tears as being "put into his bottle," 
and also say of them "are they not in thy 
book;" and thus, as being at once preserved 
and registered in heaven? What unparalleled 
condescension, as well as kindness, is It on Uie 
part of God so to deal with his people, and to 
allow them so to address him ? And yet, as the 
least as well as the greatest of things, connected 
with all who are his, are the subjects of his 
special notice and regard, is not this just what, 
in his infinite grace, we might expect? Besides, 
if Paul was " mind^ of Timothy's tears," and 
if those, who are united by the ties of friendship 
or relationship, are mindful of one another's 
tears, how much more must God, who is infinitely 
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better than the best in every relation of life, not 
be forgetful of the tears of his spiritual children? 
How much, also, should the thought of this 
lead you to take heed, that the tears which you 
shed are of such a nature that he can readily 
receive and record them? How much, like- 
wise, should this lead you to make it evident 
that your tears, as genuine and godly tears, flow 
from a true sorrow for sin and from a view to 
t]be divine glory; that they proceed from a 
broken and contrite heart; and that this state 
<^f heart has been produced by a believing look 
at Calvary ? Especially, how much should this 
lead you to walk holily, as well as humbly, with 
Qod, through the helping hand of his free 
Spirit ? Trusting that this will be increasingly 
tarue of you more than ever, then what was said 
of the Corinthians of old may be applied to 
you — "behold, this self-same thing that ye 
sorrowed after a godly sort, what* carefulness it 
wrought in you," by leading you to avoid in the 
future what ye did wrong in the past; "yea, 
what clearing of yourselves," by causing you 
henceforth to keep your garments clean; "yea, 
what indignation," by making you more self- 
denying than ever to everything that has the 
ajppesjXMice of evil ; "yea, what fear," by leading 
you more than ever to stand in awe and sin not; 
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"yea, what vehement desire,*' by causing you to 
cherish no other wish than to do the will of 
your heavenly Father; "yea, what zeal," by 
animating you with increasing anxiety for the 
glory of God ; " yea, what revenge," by indu- 
cing you to have no more connection with any 
sinful source of gain or pleasure. By way of 
encouragement, also, to act more and more in 
this spirit, how consolatory is it to think, that, 
however many tears you may now have occasion 
to shed, the day will soon arrive when " they 
who now weep " on account of sin, " shall be as 
though they wept not; and that "they who now 
rejoice" on account of worldly things, "shall 
be as though they rejoiced not;" that although 
there is weeping on earth, there shall be none 
in heaven; that the long-looked for day shall 
then fully " dawn, and the day-star arise in your 
hearts ;" that the morning of that day shall have 
a beginning, iJut no end ; that it shall be a day 
all light, and no darkness; all pleasure, and no 
pain ; all joy, and no sorrow ; all rejoicing, and 
no sighing — ^because all holiness, and no sin. 
Then, just as the last drop of dew is now ab- 
sorbed by the radiance of the sun, so the last 
tear of all God's children shall be completely 
dried up. Consequently, then it shall be expe- 
rienced that although the divine life was begun 
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and carried on tearfully, it shall end most tri- 
umphantly ; and then, not a single t«ar shall ever 
be dropped, or the slightest sigh ever heard. Or, 
to adopt the language of Scripture, then, " the 
ransomed of the Lord," both Jews and Gentiles, 
"shall return, and come to Zion with songs, 
and everlasting joy upon their heads;" then, 
" they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow 
and sighing shall flee away;" then, "the voice of 
weeping shall be no more heard," and " the days 
of their mourning shall be ended;" then, " God 
shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and 
there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, 
nor crying, neither sh^ there be any more 
pBJn; for the former, or present, state of things 
shall have passed away." 

"Then, his owa band shall wipe the tears 
From CTSrj weeping eja ; 
And pains and groani, and griefs and fean, 
Bhall ceaae eteraallj." 

In short, then, not only shall every t«ar " melt 
away into that gush of golden glory" which 
shall begin, but all true beUevers shall rejoice 
''in the bowers and blessedness" of paradise; 
and "heaven's long years of bliss" — ^U and 
overflowing bliss — shall infinitely more than 
recompense for all that they suffered in this 
" wJe of tears." 



122 A CONCLUDING WORD 



XIX. 

A CONCLUDING WORD TO UNBELIEVERS. 

To you, also, my fellow-sinners, need we ad4 
what great occasion you have, in more sensei 
than one, to say to God, ^^put thou my tear9 
into thy bottle ? " For is not sin of every kind 
" exceeding sinful," and such as to deserve '^ the 
vengeance of eternal fire?" Even supposing, 
then, that your sins are the smallest and the 
fewest possible, may not you, like all who look 
with the eye of faith to Christ, not only " mourn 
and be in bitterness," but shed tears on accouixt of 
them ? Especially, ought not this to be the case, 
when sin is viewed in the light of Christ's cross, 
where he who " knew no sin, was made sin," and 
also a sinr-offering, " for us ;" where he endured the 
hidings of his Father's face ip our stead, and in 
the greatest agony uttered that most memorable 
of cries, "My God, my God, why hast thou 
forsaken me ? " Let it, therefore, be your pray^ 
that you may be led not only to see your sins 
aright, but to be rightly affected by them, so 
that a tearful tenderness of heart. If not a torrent 
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of tears, may be the result. At the same time, 
bear in mind that you must never look upon the 
Irtate of your heart, or the tears which you shed, 
at all in the sense of a propitiation, but simply 
as a sagn of penitence. On the contrary, the 
blood of Christ is that upon which you must 
solely rest for the satisfaction of your sins, and 
thd salvation of your souls. For although you 
could shed oceans of tears continuously, they 
wotild be utterly inadequate to atone for the 
smallest sin; and would not only require to be 
repented of, but washed in the foimtain of 
Christ's blood. Yet although all this is true, 
instead of putting tears into God's bottle on ac- 
count of your sons, will that bottle, which is of 
divine and heavenly origin, be dry so far as you 
a»^ concmied; and will you rather drown your 
tears in every wicked and worldly way possible? 
Will you shed tears for every thing, but sin ? 
Like the Israelites of old, will you "weep," not 
for your sins, but "for the flesh-pots of Egypt" 
— ^the things which perii^ witli the using ? Will 
yoii have tears for the veriest trifles, and none 
for the greatest realities? Will you even have 
tears for fictitious stories of the silliest kind, 
and none for your immortal souls which are 
invaluable? If you will, will you not act 
diametrically contrary to what you ought, and 



124 A CONCLUDING WORD 

completely invert the true nature of things ? Will 
you not act the part of the highest foUy, and 
worse than the wildest maniac ? But will you 
do so ? Surely not. Is it not your interest as 
well as your duty to have not merely a few, but 
many tears in God's bottle ? Had not our great 
Redeemer himself not few but many tears in 
this bottle, although "he wept that we might 
weep," and therefore not for himself but for us; 
and vnll it not be so with you ? Tlie more tears, 
also, you have in this wonderful bottle, will it 
not fare the better with you? — as the tears of 
which it consists spring from a saving sight of 
sin, and sooner or later draw down the best of 
heavenly things. In short, will pastors as well 
as parents, will Christ as well as his people, will 
God himself, in a sense, as well as angels, shed 
tears for you, and strange — ^passing strange — ^will 
you shed none for yourselves ? If so, remember 
that it is only now, while it is called to-day, 
that you can weep with acceptance; and that 
the time is at hand, when, although you weep 
not only most copiously but incessantly, you 
will weep altogether in vain; and not only so, 
but when the vials of God's wrath, in all their 
plenitude, will be the portion of your cup; and 
when instead of receiving a single drop of water, 
as in the case of the rich man in the parable, 



TO unb£lievc:bs. 125 

or even the tears which fell from your red-hot 
eyes, to cool your parched tongue, you will have, 
as your irreversible fete, ^' the lake that bumeth 
with fire and brimstone, and which shall never 
be quenched/* Whether, therefore, will you 
have Christ or Satan, holiness or sin, blessing or 
cursing, life or death, happiness or misery, hea- 
ven or hell, as your inheritance ? In other words, 
whether will you shed tears now, and have them 
'^ put into God's bottle," as a token of a penitent 
heart, and at length be eternally happy ; or with 
a heart hardened by sin, will you steel your eyes 
against tears, and enjoy for a season the so-called 
pleasures of sin, and afterwards be everlastingly 
miserable ? Can you hesitate, even for a moment, 
as to the choice which you should make ? Is it 
not infinitely better to weep now upon earth, 
than to weep for ever in hell ? For what are all 
the tears which you may now shed, or the sor- 
rows which you may now endure, even at the 
utmost, to the joys and pleasures which God 
has provided for his people hereafter? Are 
they not less, infinitely less, than a drop of 
water in the bucket is to the unfathomable 
ocean, or than the smallest dust in the balance 
to the mightiest of mountains? Let it, then, 
be your daily prayer that with all true be- 
lievers you may be enabled to say to God, 
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from a scriptural sight and sense of sin and of 
yourselves as sinners, " put thou my tears into 
thy bottle;** and that, amid all the sorrows and 
sufferings of the world, the language of your 
hearts, if not of your lips, may be that of God's 
people, 

** A few more days, or montiis, or years, 

In this dark desert to complain; 

A few more sighs, a few more tears. 

And we shall bid adieu to pain." 
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